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Time is the most valuable resource we have—it’s the one thing we can
never get back. Given its immense value, and with the countless
opportunities available to us for making money and shaping our lives, the
question becomes: How do we make the best use of our time? 
The overwhelming number of choices can feel paralyzing, and the time
spent deliberating is, itself, lost time.

Ultimately, we want to be strategic. We should aim to choose the path
that maximizes, delivering extraordinary—not average—results.

When there are a million ways to make money in 2025, why should you
choose real estate investing?

When there are thousands of cities to invest in, why should you choose
Columbus, Ohio?

These are important questions worth asking. In this report, I hope to
provide clarity. I’ll share why I believe real estate investing is one of the
most effective ways to build wealth and why Columbus, Ohio, stands out
as one of the best cities to invest in for 2025.
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Styer Real Estate Professionals
3474 N High St, Columbus, OH
43214

styerrep.com/claudia-buchegger

I am a Realtor® with Styer Real Estate Professionals and a seasoned investor in Columbus, Ohio.
With a master’s in Accounting and my CPA certification, I’ve developed a passion for analyzing
numbers and strategically evaluating properties.

My real estate journey began in San Diego, California, but I was drawn to Columbus for its
incredible opportunities in this dynamic, fast-growing market. Since relocating, I have built a
portfolio of duplexes, overseen extensive renovations to maximize property value, and gained
valuable experience managing both long-term and mid-term rentals. Along the way, I’ve cultivated
a trusted network of contractors, lenders, and industry professionals.

My mission is to create lasting wealth for my family and future generations. I firmly believe that real
estate investing is one of the most effective and transformative avenues for creating financial
security and independence, and I’m deeply passionate about empowering others to achieve the
same.

https://styerrep.com/claudia-buchegger/
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2. Long-Term Appreciation
Historically, real estate appreciates in value over time, especially in growing markets with demand-driven
price increases.

1. Cash Flow
Real estate investments, especially rental properties, generate monthly income from tenants.
This passive income helps cover expenses, pay down the mortgage, and provide extra cash for other
investments.

3. Hedge Against Inflation
Real estate increases in value and rental income during inflationary periods, protecting investors'
purchasing power.
Rental rates rise with inflation, ensuring income keeps pace with the cost of living.

WHY REAL ESTATE INVESTING?
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Throughout history, real estate has consistently been one of the most reliable and proven ways to
build wealth. Its roots trace back thousands of years, with evidence of property ownership and land
investments dating as far back as the Babylonian Empire. Even then, the acquisition and management
of land were seen as markers of power, stability, and prosperity.

Fast forward to today, and the trend remains unchanged. If you examine the portfolios of some of the
most successful and wealthy individuals in the world—whether entrepreneurs, investors, or business
magnates—you’ll find that real estate plays a significant role in their wealth-building strategies. From
residential properties to commercial developments and land ownership, real estate has provided a
tangible and appreciating asset that offers consistent returns over time.

In fact, real estate investing has created more multimillionaires than almost any other industry or
investment vehicle. It provides a unique combination of cash flow, tax benefits, leverage
opportunities, and long-term appreciation that few other investments can match. Whether through
rental income, property appreciation, or strategic development, real estate has stood the test of time
as one of the most effective paths to financial freedom and generational wealth.

The Power of Real Estate Investing



10. Tax Benefits
Real estate investing offers exceptional tax benefits, including deductions for mortgage interest, property
depreciation, and operating expenses, which can significantly reduce taxable income.
Investors can defer capital gains taxes through strategies like 1031 exchanges, allowing them to reinvest
profits and grow wealth.

WHY REAL ESTATE INVESTING?

6. Building Equity
Over time, as mortgage payments are made, investors build equity in the property, increasing their net worth.
This equity can be leveraged for future investments or used as a financial cushion.

7. Generational Wealth and Legacy Building
Real estate can be passed down to heirs, creating long-term financial stability for future generations.
Properties increase in value, making them an asset that grows over time.

8. Opportunities for Creativity
Real estate allows for creative strategies, such as flipping houses, developing land, or operating short-term
rentals through platforms like Airbnb.
Investors can tailor their approach to fit their risk tolerance and financial goals.

9. Demand for Housing and Commercial Space
Housing is a basic human need, ensuring a consistent demand for residential real estate.
Commercial and industrial properties are essential for businesses, creating opportunities in a variety of
economic conditions.
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5. Control Over Investment
Unlike stocks, real estate allows investors to directly influence the performance of their investment
through renovations, property management, and marketing strategies.
Owners can adapt their investment strategy to maximize income or appreciation.

4. Leverage
Real estate allows for the use of leverage, meaning you can purchase a property using borrowed
money (mortgages or loans).
This enables investors to control a more valuable asset with less upfront capital and amplify returns on
equity.



A study released by the Bank of America Institute revealed that Columbus was the fastest growing city in the U.S.
in Q3 and Q4 of 2023. Its population grew 1.1% in the second half of 2023, which was faster than any other city.

WHY CHOOSE COLUMBUS, OHIO?
Being strategic and maximizing is a key to
great success. 

Don’t choose just any city to buy real estate
in, choose a city that is currently growing at a
fast pace, booming, and will continue to do
so for the next decade. With a booming city
comes increased appreciation, increased
cash flow, high demand for rental properties,
successful long-term, mid-term and short-
term rentals. 

All evidence I have studied leads me to
believe that Columbus is one of the best
cities to buy real estate in 2025. 

https://institute.bankofamerica.com/content/dam/economic-insights/on-the-move-west-side-story.pdf
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https://institute.bankofamerica.com/content/dam/economic-insights/on-the-move-west-side-story.pdf


According to Realtor.com, 
Columbus stands out as the most
popular market in the U.S. It
consistently ranks high among the
Realtor.com hottest housing
markets and top emerging housing
markets, driven by its affordability,
job opportunities, and growth.

Over the past 12 months, homes in
Columbus attracted views per
property 2.4 times the national
level. Properties in Columbus have
garnered nationwide interest. This
interest spans across the Northeast
(13.7%), South (15.4%), Midwest
(67.3%), and West (3.6%). 

When a city is this popular and in
demand, the real estate will
appreciate tremendously.

https://www.realtor.com/research/most-popular-markets-2024/

COLUMBUS
RANKED #1!
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https://www.realtor.com/research/june-2024-hottest-housing-markets/
https://www.realtor.com/research/june-2024-hottest-housing-markets/
https://www.realtor.com/research/april-2024-wsj-rdc-housing-market-ranking/
https://www.realtor.com/research/april-2024-wsj-rdc-housing-market-ranking/
https://www.realtor.com/research/most-popular-markets-2024/


APPRECIATION:
CITIES WITH THE LARGEST INCREASE IN HOME PRICES

OVER THE LAST DECADE
Over the past decade, which has included recoveries from both the Great Recession and the COVID-19
recession, U.S. home values grew by more than 95%. In comparison, average hourly earnings saw a
modest 44% increase, while the Consumer Price Index rose by just 33%.

Cities With the Biggest 10-Year Increase in Home PriceCities With the Biggest 10-Year Increase in Home Price

https://constructioncoverage.com/research/cities-with-the-largest-home-price-growth-last-decade

COLUMBUS 
RANKED #5!

Columbus
real estate
appreciated
+141.5% in the
last decade,
and it will
continue to
do so.

Appreciation
builds wealth!
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https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CES0500000003
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CPIAUCSL
https://constructioncoverage.com/research/cities-with-the-largest-home-price-growth-last-decade


When you buy an investment property,
the last thing you want to experience is a
climate disaster that wrecks your
property. 

Realtor.com created property-specific
environmental risk scores for listings that
allow users to assess the risk of hazards
such as hurricanes, floods, and wildfires.

“Prospective homeowners can leverage
these scores to evaluate climate-related
risks across various locations, helping
them identify ‘safer’ areas before making
their final decision,” says Realtor.com
economist Jiayi Yu. “Living in areas with a
low risk of natural disasters offers
numerous benefits to homeowners,
including reduced risk of property
damage, lower insurance costs, and a
more stable local economy. This can
contribute to a more secure, stable, and
fulfilling lifestyle. Choosing to reside in
areas with low natural disaster risk can
help mitigate these concerns.”

Columbus was ranked #4 for cities with
the lowest risk of climate disaster. This is
reassurance that our investment
properties will be safe in the future,
when climate disasters seem to be
worsening as time progresses. 

AVOIDING FUTURE CLIMATE DISASTERS

https://www.realtor.com/news/trends/10-cities-lowest-risk-climate-disasters/

Realtor.com ranked the safest cities to live in around the country based onRealtor.com ranked the safest cities to live in around the country based on
the share of homes that face minimal or minor hurricane, flood, or firethe share of homes that face minimal or minor hurricane, flood, or fire
damage risk.damage risk.

COLUMBUS
RANKED #4!
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https://www.realtor.com/news/trends/10-cities-lowest-risk-climate-disasters/
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Strong and Growing Economy
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Tech Growth
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01.
Strong and Growing Economy

Tech Industry Growth: Columbus has emerged as a tech hub, attracting companies
like Amazon, Google, and Facebook, as well as fostering a strong startup ecosystem.

Healthcare and Research: Institutions like OhioHealth, Nationwide Children’s
Hospital, and The Ohio State University contribute to a robust healthcare and research
sector.

Finance and Insurance: Companies like Nationwide, JPMorgan Chase, and
Huntington Bancshares have a major presence, creating jobs and stability.

Diverse Job Market
Corporate Presence
Tech Growth

02.
Affordable Living and Quality of Life

Low Cost of Living Compared to other Major Cities
Education and Healthcare

Affordable: Columbus offers a relatively low cost of living compared to other
metropolitan areas, making it attractive to young professionals, families, and retirees.

Education and Healthcare: Top-tier institutions like The Ohio State University and
Nationwide Children’s Hospital make the city desirable for families and professionals.

The Ohio State University: One of the largest universities in the country, OSU
supplies a steady stream of educated talent and drives innovation.
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Logistics Hub: Columbus' central location within the United States and access to
major highways and railways attract businesses and residents, supporting a thriving
economy. Columbus provides businesses with efficient distribution networks,
especially for e-commerce.

Proximity to Major Cities: Its location within a day's drive of key markets (e.g.,
Chicago, New York, Atlanta) enhances its attractiveness for businesses and workers. 

03.
Strategic Location

Fast-Growing Metro Area: Columbus is one of the fastest-growing cities, with a
steady influx of residents seeking job opportunities, affordable living, welcoming
policies, and inclusivity.

Columbus is becoming increasingly diverse, which enhances its cultural and economic
vibrancy.

Logistics Hub
Proximity to Major Cities

04.
Population Growth and Diversity

Fast-Growing Metro Area
Diverse Demographics

05.
Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Business-Friendly Environment

Ohio offers competitive tax incentives and a favorable regulatory environment, which
attracts both startups and established companies.

Ohio’s relatively low property taxes and business-friendly policies make Columbus an
appealing location for investors.
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Affordable Market with Room for Growth
Low Entry Costs: Compared to larger cities like New York, Los Angeles, or Chicago, Columbus offers relatively
low property prices and low property taxes, making it easier for investors to enter the market and attain strong
returns.

Rapid Population Growth & Thriving Job Market
Columbus is one of the fastest-growing cities.
Columbus has a diverse economy with strengths in healthcare, finance, education, technology, and logistics.
A growing job market attracts residents, bolstering both the rental and home-buying markets.

Key Factors that make Columbus a Standout City for
Real Estate Investment:

High Rental Demand
Large Renter Population: With a sizable number of college students (e.g., from The Ohio State University)
and young professionals, there’s a strong demand for rental properties.
Favorable Price-to-Rent Ratio: The relatively low cost of homes combined with solid rental rates ensures
good cash flow for investors.
Low vacancy rates and consistent demand make Columbus a reliable market for rental property owners.
Mid-term rentals are currently very successful in this city because of the high influx of out-of-state
contractors working here temporarily on major projects (Amazon, Intel, etc) and traveling professionals (nurses,
consultants).

Increasing Property Values
Columbus has experienced consistent year-over-year home value appreciation due to high demand and
limited supply.
The city is less vulnerable to real estate bubbles, offering stability and reliable long-term growth for investors.

Future Growth Potential
Intel’s semiconductor facility and other major investments are expected to create tens of thousands of jobs
and attract more residents, driving up property demand.
Continued development in transportation, housing, and commercial real estate points to sustained growth.
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TAX BENEFITS

The Internal Revenue Code (IRC) benefits real
estate investors by offering tax advantages and
incentives.

Deductions for Depreciation & Expenses
Real estate investors can depreciate the value of their investment property over a specified period.
Allows investors to deduct a portion of the property's cost each year, reducing taxable income.
Investors can deduct various expenses associated with managing and maintaining their properties.

1031 Like-Kind Exchanges

 Capital Gains Tax Rates

Passive Loss Rules

Investors can defer capital gains taxes when they sell one investment property and reinvest the
proceeds into a "like-kind" property.
This strategy allows for portfolio growth without immediate tax liabilities.

Long-term capital gains (on properties held for more than one year) are taxed at lower rates (0%, 15%,
or 20%) compared to ordinary income tax rates.
Real estate investors benefit from this preferential treatment when selling appreciated properties.

Real estate professionals may qualify to deduct losses from rental activities against their active income
if they materially participate in the business.
For non-professional investors, up to $25,000 in rental losses may be deductible against ordinary
income, subject to income limitations.
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Columbus, Ohio, is experiencing an economic and population boom that positions it as
one of the most promising real estate markets for the next decade. As a thriving hub
for technology, healthcare, education, and logistics, the city continues to attract
businesses, professionals, and students, fueling job creation and population growth. Its
affordable cost of living further enhances its appeal.

With ongoing developments, a strong demand for housing, and limited inventory,
property values in Columbus are poised to appreciate significantly in the coming years.
Investing now offers a unique opportunity to capitalize on this growth while the market
remains accessible, making Columbus a smart choice for anyone looking to build
wealth through real estate.

Now is the ideal time to invest in real estate, as delaying often results in missed
opportunities. The earlier you begin, the more time you have to benefit from
compounding returns and market appreciation. Real estate is more than just an
investment—it serves as a cornerstone for financial stability and a vehicle for building
generational wealth. 
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CONCLUSION

"The best time to start was yesterday; the second-best
time is today.."

Jane Doe

Inv
est

ing

START

NOW!


