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Are You Planning to Buy or Rent a Home Built
Before 1978?
Did you know that many homes built before 1978 have lead-based
paint? Lead from paint, chips, and dust can pose serious health
hazards.
Read this entire brochure to learn:

Before renting or buying a pre-1978 home or apartment, federal
law requires:
based paint hazards before selling a house.

If undertaking renovations, repairs, or painting (RRP) projects in
your pre-1978 home or apartment:
The Lead-Safe Certified Guide to Renovate Right,
required to follow when working in your home (see page 12).

Simple Steps to Protect Your Family
from Lead Hazards
If you think your home has lead-based paint:

deterioration.
inspector or risk assessor at epa.gov/lead.
chipping paint.

remodeling.

for lead. Your pediatrician can check for lead with a simple
blood test.

nutritious meals high in iron and calcium.
house.
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Lead Gets into the Body in Many Ways
Adults and children can get lead into their bodies if they:
repairs, or painting that disturb painted surfaces).
and other places.

Lead is especially dangerous to children under the age of 6.
and nervous systems are
more sensitive to the

absorb more lead.
often put their hands
and other objects in their
have lead dust on them.
Women of childbearing age should know that lead is dangerous to
a developing fetus.

during fetal development.
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Health Effects of Lead
Lead affects the body in many ways. It is important to know that
In children, exposure to lead can cause:

disorder, and decreased intelligence
problems

seizures, unconsciousness, and, in some cases, death.
be dangerous for adults, too.
In adults, exposure to lead can cause:
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Check Your Family for Lead
Get your children and home tested if you think your home has
lead.
months of age, and tend to peak at 18 to 24 months of age.
Consult your doctor for advice on testing your children. A simple blood

levels of lead
screening plan
Your doctor can explain what the test results mean and if more
testing will be needed.
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Where Lead-Based Paint Is Found
In general, the older your home or childcare facility, the more likely it
1

Many homes, including private, federally-assisted, federallyowned housing, and childcare facilities built before 1978 have
lead-based paint. In 1978, the federal government banned consumer
2

Lead can be found:

other sources, such as past use of leaded gas in cars.)
Learn more about where lead is found at epa.gov/lead.

1

lead levels greater than or equal to 1.0 milligram per square centimeter (mg/cm), or
more than 0.5% by weight.
2
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Identifying Lead-Based Paint and Lead-Based Paint
Hazards
Deteriorating lead-based paint (peeling, chipping, chalking,
cracking, or damaged paint) is a hazard and needs immediate
attention. Lead-based paint may also be a hazard when found on
surfaces that children can chew or that get a lot of wear and tear, such

Lead-based paint is usually not a hazard if it is in good condition
and if it is not on an impact or friction surface like a window.
Lead dust
heated. Lead dust also forms when painted surfaces containing
lead bump or rub together. Lead paint chips and dust can get on
surfaces and objects that people touch. Settled lead dust can reenter
the air when the home is vacuumed or swept, or when people walk

2

2

and higher for interior window sills

Lead in soil can be a hazard when children play in bare soil or when

yard
Remember, lead from paint chips—which you can see—and lead
dust—which you may not be able to see—both can be hazards.

Checking Your Home for Lead

inspection

inspector, will conduct a paint inspection

risk assessment tells you if your home
currently has any lead hazards from lead
in paint, dust, or soil. It also tells you what
actions to take to address any hazards. A

and walls
yard

where both are located.
assessment is completed, and ask questions about anything you do not
understand.
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Checking Your Home for Lead, continued

present in the area planned for renovation and send them to an

absent (but not in housing receiving federal assistance)
practices

for more information, visit epa.gov/lead, or call 1-800-424-LEAD
(5323) for a list of contacts in your area.3

3
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What You Can Do Now to Protect Your Family
If you suspect that your house has lead-based paint hazards, you
can take some immediate steps to reduce your family’s risk:

frames, window sills, and other surfaces weekly. Use a mop or sponge
form a dangerous gas.)

dirty or dusty areas, and again afterward.
they eat and before nap time and bed time.
animals regularly.
eating soil.

in lead from soil.
meals high in iron and calcium. Children with good diets absorb less
lead.
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Reducing Lead Hazards
Disturbing lead-based paint or
removing lead improperly can
increase the hazard to your family by
spreading even more lead dust around
the house.
and good nutrition, you can
temporarily
hazards by taking actions, such as
repairing damaged painted surfaces
not permanent solutions and will need
ongoing attention.

work practices in your home.
abatement contractor. Abatement (or permanent hazard elimination)
with special materials. Just painting over the hazard with regular
paint is not permanent control.
Always use a certified contractor who is trained to address lead
hazards safely.

safely and has the proper equipment to clean up thoroughly.
safety rules as set by their state or by the federal government.
10

Reducing Lead Hazards, continued
If your home has had lead abatement work done or if the housing is
receiving federal assistance, once the work is completed, dust cleanup
activities must be conducted until clearance testing indicates that lead
2

2

for interior windows sills

2

for window troughs

call your state or local agency (see pages 14 and 15), or visit
epa.gov/lead
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Renovating, Remodeling, or Repairing (RRP) a Home
with Lead-Based Paint
If you hire a contractor to conduct renovation, repair, or painting
(RRP) projects in your pre-1978 home or childcare facility (such as
pre-school and kindergarten), your contractor must:

work practices to prevent lead contamination
document, The Lead-Safe Certified Guide to
Renovate Right
RRP contractors working in pre-1978 homes and childcare facilities
must follow lead-safe work practices that:
Contain the work area.
up, and plastic or other impermeable material and tape must be used.
Avoid renovation methods that generate large amounts of
lead-contaminated dust.

power tools and equipment not equipped with a shroud and
HEPA vacuum attachment and
Clean up thoroughly.
cleaning methods.
Dispose of waste properly. Collect and seal waste in a heavy duty
prevent release of dust and debris.
epa.gov/getleadsafe, or read The Lead-Safe Certified Guide to
Renovate Right.
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Other Sources of Lead
While paint, dust, and soil are the most common sources of lead,
other lead sources also exist:
Drinking water. Your home might have plumbing with lead or lead
solder. You cannot see, smell, or taste lead, and boiling your water will

you have not used your water for a few hours.
about testing your water, or visit epa.gov/lead
drinking water information.
Lead smelters or other industries that release lead into the air.
Your job. If you work with lead, you could bring it home on your body
or clothes. Shower and change clothes before coming home. Launder
Hobbies that use lead, such as making pottery or stained glass,
information about hobbies that may use lead.
toys and furniture
contain lead.4
lead crystal or lead-glazed
pottery or porcelain may contain lead.
stomach.

4
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“greta” and “azarcon,” used to treat an upset

For More Information
The National Lead Information Center
Learn how to protect children from lead poisoning and get other
epa.gov/lead and
hud.gov/lead, or call 1-800-424-LEAD (5323).
EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline

1-800-426-4791, or
visit epa.gov/lead for information about lead in drinking water.
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Hotline
1-800-638-2772,
saferproducts.gov.

cpsc.gov or

State and Local Health and Environmental Agencies
based paint. Check with your local agency to see which laws apply

epa.gov/lead,
1-800-424-LEAD.

1-800-877-8339.
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U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Regional Offices

regulations and lead protection programs.
Region 1

Region 6

Region 2

Region 7

Region 3

Region 8

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Region 4

Region 9 (Arizona, California, Hawaii,

75 Hawthorne Street

Region 10
Region 5

15

Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
from consumer products through education, safety standards
activities, and enforcement. Contact CPSC for further information
regarding consumer product safety and regulations.
CPSC

cpsc.gov or saferproducts.gov

U. S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)

hazard control and research grant programs.
HUD

/

provide complete protection in all situations or against all health hazards that can be caused by lead
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IMPORTANT!
Lead From Paint, Dust, and Soil in and
Around Your Home Can Be Dangerous if
Not Managed Properly
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