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Indian Harbour Beach, Florida

A Sentz + Darby Living Guide to Brevard County's Barrier Island

Indian Harbour Beach (locals just say "IHB") is a small barrier-island city — 2.67 square miles,
most of it residential streets running between the Atlantic and the Banana River — sandwiched
between Satellite Beach to the north and Indialantic to the south. It incorporated in 1955 and
still carries the motto "The Greatest Little City in Florida," and while it shares ZIP code 32937
with Satellite Beach, it has its own city government, police department, and a fully volunteer
fire department.

This guide covers what makes IHB distinct from its barrier-island neighbors, who tends to
thrive here, and the specifics — schools, neighborhoods, insurance, market conditions — that
buyers relocating to this stretch of coast actually need to know.
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Lifestyle and Overall Character

IHB has no real downtown or tourist strip, and that absence is the point. Unlike Cocoa
Beach, there's no pier crowd, no surf-shop strip, no spring-break energy — just quiet
grid streets, mature landscaping, and a noticeably settled feel. Two through-routes, A1A
near the ocean and South Patrick Drive near the river, connect the whole town.

Demographically, this is a mature, well-educated community — median age is in the low
50s, and IHB has historically had one of the highest shares of bachelor's-degree holders
of any municipality in Brevard County, reflecting a concentration of retired and working
engineers, contractors, and military-adjacent professionals tied to the space and defense
industry. One quirk worth knowing: IHB was the first community on the U.S. East Coast
designated 'Tsunami Ready' by NOAA — a real, if low-probability, coastal-hazard
credential rather than a marketing gimmick.

That said, the median-age statistic tells only part of the story, and it shouldn't be read as
"not for young families™ — quite the opposite. Locals with young kids consistently point
to IHB as one of the most centralized, convenient home bases on the entire barrier
island: a short drive or bike ride to the beach, the lagoon, city parks, and strong schools,
with Melbourne's hospitals, shopping, and Eau Gallie's restaurant scene just across the
causeway. For a family juggling school drop-off, sports practice, and errands, that
central position genuinely simplifies day-to-day life in a way that towns further out on the
island can't match.

Who It's Best Suited For

* Young families and growing households — this is genuinely one of the most family-friendly,
centrally located towns on the barrier island, not just a retiree enclave. Parents raising kids here
point to the short hop to schools, parks, and the beach, and to how much simpler daily logistics
are compared to towns further out on the island.

+ Retirees and empty-nesters, who make up a substantial share of the community and are drawn by
small size, low crime, and a walkable parks system built for a slower pace — IHB genuinely
spans the full range of life stages rather than skewing to one end.

+ Military and defense-industry families tied to Patrick Space Force Base, who want oceanside
living and good schools without Cocoa Beach's tourist churn.

+ Aerospace, defense, and healthcare professionals working at L3Harris, Northrop Grumman,
Health First, or NASA/KSC-adjacent employers in Melbourne and Palm Bay.

+ Boaters and anglers — the Grand Canal and Banana River side of town is built for a boat lift and
lagoon access without Merritt Island or Cocoa Beach pricing.

It's a weaker fit for renters seeking a young, walkable nightlife scene, or bargain-hunters — IHB's entry
price point runs higher than inland Brevard, and inventory skews toward single-family homes rather than
apartments.
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Neighborhoods and Subdivisions

IHB is a patchwork of smaller platted subdivisions rather than big master-planned
villages, generally splitting into oceanside, riverside/canal, and interior dry-lot pockets.

Lansing Island — the marquee address: a gated, private-drawbridge-access island along the
Banana River where every home is waterfront, with recent sales in the low-to-mid seven figures.

Harbour Lights — roughly 90 properties built mid-1990s to early 2000s directly across the Grand
Canal from Lansing Island, mixing true waterfront and dry interior lots.

Harbour Isles — one of IHB's earliest subdivisions, developed during the 1950s—60s space-
program boom.

The Waterway — canal-front lots off South Patrick Drive leading directly to the Grand Canal and
Banana River.

Martesia — a 1990s single-family subdivision on 50'-130' lots, originally priced well under
$250,000 and now trading well above that.

Manatee Reserve and Mira Bella — townhome communities generally priced around $300,000
for larger units.

Oceanfront condo corridor along A1A — direct-oceanfront buildings ranging from roughly
$600,000 to $1.2 million-plus depending on floor and size.

Gleason Park area (around Yacht Club Boulevard and S. Patrick Drive) — the most walkable,
dog-friendly pocket of the city, built around the 27-acre park.
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Beach Access and Parks

Gleason Park (1233 Yacht Club Blvd) is the recreational heart of the city at 27 acres —
home to a heated, competition-size public pool open year-round, shuffleboard courts,
playgrounds, a walking trail around a small lake, and lighted ball fields. It's inland/
lagoon-side rather than a beach park itself.

For direct beach access: Bicentennial Beach Park offers a white-sand beach with a
boardwalk, restrooms, and free parking; Millennium Beach Park adds picnic tables and
public restrooms. Oars and Paddles Park, on the river side, is the launch point for kayaks
and paddleboards heading toward Dragon Point, the current-swept confluence at the
north tip of Merritt Island known for dolphin and manatee sightings. Just south at the
IHB/Indialantic line, Canova Beach Park (a county park) is the dog-friendly option, since
none of IHB's own city beaches allow pets.

Algonquin Sports Complex hosts the city's Little League, softball, and soccer programs,
and Samsons Island Nature Park — a boat-in-only, 12-acre managed wetland — is a
gopher-tortoise relocation site with osprey nesting platforms that most visitors never
discover.

Shopping, Restaurants, and Local Favorites

IHB has no mall and no big commercial strip — just a handful of small plazas along A1A
and Eau Gallie Boulevard built for daily errands. A Publix anchors the Indian Harbour
Place shopping center, known locally for its seafood counter, bakery, and deli, alongside
a UPS Store, Hair Cuttery, Pet Supermarket, and a Bealls department store.

Locally repeated restaurant names include Jade Palace for sit-down Chinese, Too Cool
Cafe (a genuine hidden-gem brunch spot), Frankie's Beachside, Drifters Surf Restro, Le
French, Morning Glory, and PizzaVola. For a wider dining and shopping selection,
residents cross the Eau Gallie Causeway to the Eau Gallie Arts District in Melbourne — a
short drive and one of the most-cited amenities of living in IHB.

Schools and Family Life

Ocean Breeze Elementary is the only public school physically inside IHB's city limits,
ranking in the top 10% of Florida public schools. DeLaura Middle School (just over the
line in Satellite Beach) and Satellite High School are the typical feeder schools, both
earning strong Niche and GreatSchools ratings — Satellite High posts a 97% graduation
rate and average scores of 1220 SAT / 26 ACT.

One genuinely important nuance: not every IHB address feeds this same pattern. School
assignment can also route to Surfside or Indialantic Elementary, Hoover Middle, or
Melbourne High depending on the exact street, since attendance zones don't follow city
boundaries precisely. We always verify a specific address against Brevard Public
Schools’ official zoning tool before a buyer assumes otherwise.
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For families considering a private option, Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School sits just a
short drive from IHB and is a well-regarded PK—8 choice for barrier-island families —
close enough to make it a genuinely practical alternative to the public feeder pattern
above, not just a name on a list.

Youth sports run through the Algonquin Sports Complex (Little League, soccer, softball)
and fields next to Ocean Breeze Elementary. The city Recreation Department also runs
preschool classes, a Senior Leisure Club, swim lessons at the Gleason Park pool, and
community events like an annual Art & Crafts Show.

Recreation, Boating, Golf, and Outdoor Activities

Most Grand Canal and Banana River homes carry private docks or lifts. Telemar Bay
Marina sits at the foot of the historic Mathers Bridge into Merritt Island; Anchorage Yacht
Basin sits on the Indian River at the east end of the Eau Gallie Causeway; the private Eau
Gallie Yacht Club adds its own marina, tennis, and dining for members. Public
paddlecraft launch access is at Oars and Paddles Park.

There's no golf course inside IHB itself. The nearest options are Manatee Cove Golf
Course on Patrick Space Force Base (about 5 miles), Melbourne Municipal Golf Course
(about 5.5 miles), and Baytree National Golf Links (about 8.5 miles). IHB's own beaches
are better suited to swimming and sunbathing than serious surfing, though wave
conditions vary with swell direction. Manatees congregate seasonally (December—
February) in the warm-water canal at nearby DeSoto Park, and loggerhead and green sea
turtles nest on IHB's own beaches in season.

Commute Times and Nearby Conveniences

Patrick Space Force Base Under 15 minutes
Melbourne Orlando Int'l Airport (MLB) ~15-20 minutes
Eau Gallie Arts District (Melbourne) ~10-15 minutes
Orlando / Orlando Int'l Airport (MCO) ~60 minutes

The Eau Gallie Causeway connects IHB directly to 1-95, making runs toward Orlando,
Jacksonville, or Miami straightforward. Major nearby employers include L3Harris
Technologies, Northrop Grumman, Health First, and Florida Institute of Technology, all
anchoring one of the more concentrated aerospace and defense corridors in the country.

Housing Styles and Price Ranges
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Housing spans roughly 70 years of coastal building — 1950s—60s concrete-block
ranches through fully modern construction, plus a meaningful mid-rise oceanfront condo
inventory along A1A built mostly in the 1970s—2000s.

Entry-level condos / small townhomes $150,000 — $200,000
Larger townhomes ~$300,000

Dry-lot single-family (interior streets) $250,000 — $600,000
Waterfront single-family (Grand Canal) $450,000 — $2,000,000
Oceanfront condos $300,000 — $600,000+
Intracoastal / Banana River estates (incl. Lansing $1,000,000 — $3,000,000+
Island)

As of a mid-2026 market report covering closed sales through June, IHB's median sold
price stood at roughly $484,000, with median price per square foot around $278. As with
any small market, month-to-month figures can swing meaningfully, so we recommend a
fresh, dated pull rather than relying on any single cited number.

Market Trends and What Buyers Should Know

IHB is a smaller, tighter market than neighboring Satellite Beach — about 5.0 months of
supply versus 6.1, closer to a balanced market. Well-priced homes here can move fast:
roughly 31% sold within 14 days as of mid-2026, despite a longer median of 43 days on
market overall, and about 10% of sales closed at or above asking. At the same time,
nearly 42% of listings took a price cut (averaging about 7%), suggesting initial list prices
are frequently set too high and the market corrects them rather than absorbing them at
ask.

Flood zones and insurance

Most of IHB sits in FEMA Flood Zone X, which doesn't carry a mandatory flood-insurance
requirement, though properties east of A1A or directly on the river are more likely to fall
into a mandatory zone. As a barrier-island city, IHB is inherently exposed to storm surge,
and average elevation is modest — so buyers should pull the specific flood-zone
designation for any address rather than assume based on the city as a whole.

Because much of the housing stock is 30-plus years old, insurers typically require a
wind-mitigation and four-point inspection before writing or renewing a policy. A
reasonable planning floor is at least $5,000/year for homeowners coverage along the A1A
corridor, with real variance by carrier, roof age, and proximity to the water — get a
property-specific quote before writing an offer.

Pros and Considerations
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What works in IHB's favor

3

One of the most centrally located, genuinely family-friendly towns on the barrier island — beach,
lagoon, parks, schools, and mainland conveniences are all a short drive or bike ride away, which
real IHB parents consistently cite as the town's biggest everyday advantage.

Small, quiet, low-crime, high-education-level population.

Genuine water access on both sides — ocean beaches east, Banana River and Grand Canal
boating west — within a two-mile-wide town.

Strong, well-regarded public schools (Ocean Breeze Elementary, DeLaura Middle, Satellite High
all outperform Florida averages), plus well-regarded private options like Holy Name of Jesus
Catholic School close by.

A walkable, bikeable park system (Gleason Park, Algonquin Sports Complex, the beach parks) at
a scale most Florida towns can't match.

Reasonable proximity to major job centers without living inside a bigger, busier city.

Honest trade-offs

As a barrier island, [HB sits in a mandatory-evacuation zone during hurricane threats, and
emergency services will not respond mid-storm.

Homeowners and flood insurance costs run materially higher than mainland Brevard, and much of
the housing stock's age compounds underwriting requirements.

AT1A and the causeway bridges are the only ways on and off the island for much of the town — a
real factor during storm evacuations or seasonal traffic.

Limited nightlife and dining variety within city limits; residents regularly cross to Eau Gallie or
Melbourne for more variety.

Small inventory means less negotiating leverage for buyers compared to bigger neighboring
markets like Satellite Beach.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Is Indian Harbour Beach a good place to raise young kids?

Yes — while the town's median age skews older, IHB is consistently described by the
families who live there as one of the most convenient, centrally located home bases on
the barrier island. Beach, lagoon, parks, and strong schools are all a short drive or bike
ride away, and Melbourne's hospitals, shopping, and Eau Gallie's restaurants are a quick
trip across the causeway, which real families find genuinely simplifies day-to-day life
with young kids.

Is Indian Harbour Beach the same as Satellite Beach?

No, though they're easy to confuse — they share ZIP code 32937 and sit directly adjacent
with no dramatic physical boundary. They're separate incorporated cities with separate
governments, though many schools and amenities are shared or cross city lines.

What schools will my kids attend if we buy here?

Most commonly Ocean Breeze Elementary, DeLaura Middle, and Satellite High, all part of
Brevard Public Schools. Some addresses zone to Surfside/Indialantic Elementary,
Hoover Middle, or Melbourne High instead — always verify by exact address.

Is Indian Harbour Beach in a flood zone?

It depends on the address. Much of the city is mapped Zone X (no mandatory flood
insurance), but properties east of A1A or directly on the river are more likely to require it.

How far is Indian Harbour Beach from Orlando?

About an hour's drive to Orlando International Airport or the theme parks, roughly 60
miles via SR-528.

What's the median home price right now?

As of mid-2026, roughly $484,000, per the most current, methodologically transparent
Stellar MLS report available — though figures vary by source and month in this small
market.

Is it a buyer's market or a seller's market?

Mid-2026 data leans slightly toward buyers overall (about 5 months of inventory), but
well-priced homes are still moving fast and sometimes drawing multiple offers.

Do I need flood insurance and hurricane insurance separately?
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Yes — standard homeowners policies exclude flood damage, so a separate NFIP or
private flood policy is required in addition to a windstorm-inclusive homeowners policy.

Relocation Tips

Verity school zoning by exact street address, not city name, before making an offer.

Get a homeowners and flood insurance quote before writing an offer — underwriting on older
barrier-island homes can materially change the real monthly cost.

Pull the FEMA flood zone for the specific parcel, since it varies block by block.

Understand you're moving into a mandatory-evacuation zone, and plan accordingly for hurricane
season.

Check property age and roof/AC/water heater condition carefully given the housing stock's age.

Don't assume IHB and Satellite Beach listings are interchangeable when searching online —
confirm which incorporated city a specific listing is actually in.

Budget commute time around bridge access, not straight-line distance, since every trip off-island
funnels through a causeway.

Insider Recommendations

Oars and Paddles Park is the easiest put-in for a paddle toward Dragon Point, a favorite for
dolphin and manatee sightings.

DeSoto Park, just over the line in Satellite Beach, is the go-to spot December through February to
watch manatees huddle in warm-water canal outflow.

Canova Beach Park, at the IHB/Indialantic line, is the dog-friendly beach option since [HB's own
city beaches don't allow pets.

Samsons Island Nature Park is a boat- or kayak-only spoil-island preserve most visitors never
hear about.

The Mathers Bridge, an old, narrow, low-speed bridge to Merritt Island near Telemar Bay Marina,
is a locally beloved scenic shortcut.

IHB's beaches sit atop exposed coquina rock outcrops at the low-tide line in places — a federally
recognized Essential Fish Habitat and one of the only places on the Eastern Seaboard where this
geology is visible at the surface.
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