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RALEN:M TRIANGLE RELDCATION GUIDE

How to Use This Guide

Thee Tranghe 5 & collecion of cities, fowns, unversity commumndees, suburbs, and noral areas rather than one continuous
city, The best lncation depends on the exact workplace, preferred healthcare system, airport needs, housing style,
budget, and tolerance for traffic. A property that looks close on a map may feel veny different during weekday commuting
hours

What the Triangle includes

The name comes from Research Triangle Park and the three major research undversities that frame the region: NC State
Unaversity in Raleigh, Duke University in Durham, and UNC-Chapel Hill. Regional definiticns vary. Thes gusde fotuses on
the mumicipahties most often considensd by residental chents in Wake, Durham, Orange, Chatham, Johnsion, Framnkkn,
Granville, Hametl, and Lee counties, with an appendi: naming addiional towns in the broader economic region.

Important fair-housing and due-diligence note

Thes guede companes IGCalions, howsang pattems, publc amemnties, and practical travel considerations. It goes not rank
communities by protecied-class demographics. School assignmems, taxes, utilities, crime dafa, road projects, flood sk,
airpor noise, HOA rudes, age-restricted housing eligibility, and development plans should be veridied using the exact
property address, Community avallability and active-adull age résincions can change,
Pooulaion Inferes are North Carsna OS5EM July 1, 2024 mumncypal espmales ang are rosnoed only wivere noded
fnside the Bedtirme, Dowriown, Midtown, Novir Ralewgh, Sowih Ralesgh, Sowtheas! Ralegh, Brer Creek, andg oifrer
Ralewgh distncls are nod separale municipatities, 50 hed residents are included in Raleygh

Guide at a glance

- Cusick comparison

- Towen-tiy-towm profiles

- Active-adult and senior ving considerations

= Complete Tnanghe municipabny direciony

- Propeny and redocaion due-diligence checklist
- Sources and dxa noles
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RALEIGH TRIAMGLE RELDCATION GUIDE

Wil advEningEs Nearhy anchds rimanry iragaafls

Youngsville ! Franidmion smal-lpem seifing, lniger homesnes, ‘Wake Foresi, noribem Wake Longer commuies and leser ool
L R,

Best starting points by priority

RTP and RDU access: Morisville, Cary, Monfeest Raksigh/Brer Creek, South Durham

Dowmitowm Raleigh access: Raleigh, Norh RakighMidiowm, Gamaer, Enightdale

Hiztoric downiowm plus suburban litestyle: Apes, Wake Forest, Fuguay-yYariea, Hillsborowgh, Piashono
Mewer planned communities: Holy Spangs, Wendell, Rolesville, Claytan, Fugquay-Yanna

University and healtheare access: Dugham, Chapel Hill, Carrbomo, Cang, Raleigh

Active-pdult concentration: Cany/Apex, Durham, Wake Forest. Clayton, Pittisbora/Chatham, Gamer
Larger lots or outer-ring value: Youngsville. Frankinton, Ascher Lodge, Angeer, Creedmooe, Sanford
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RALENSHM TRIAMGLE RELDCATHON GUIDNE

Town-by-Town Community Profiles

Raleigh
BEST KNOWHN FOR
PORULATION LOCATION The Trangle’s broadest me ol
500,635 Central Wake County emplyyment, hospants, mussums,

restaurants, spors, parks, estabished
nighborhoods, and new devglopman

Location and access: Raleigh is the state capital and the geographic anchar for the eastern half of the Triangle.
Dowentowm, Midiown, Morth Raleigh, West Raleigh, Southeast Raleigh, and Brier Creek function as distinct submarkets,
50 a Raleigh address alone does not descnbe the commule o [fesnde.

Parks and greenways: The Capital Arga Gresmseay system inks parks, lakes, neighborhoods, and emphoyment aneas,
Major destinations inchede Dorothea D Park, Pullen Park, Lake Johnson, Shelley Lake, the Meuss River Greemnway,

Walnut Creek Greenway, Umstead State Park on the western edge, and the Morth Caralina Musewm of Art park trails.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment; Downtowen Rabeigh, the Village Dastrict, Morth Hills, Crabiree Valley, Frve Paints,
Glerwood Sowth, and Brer Cresk offer very ditferant dimng and shopping exparsnces. Mapor entertainment inchedes (e
performing arts, museums, NC State athletics, the State Fairgrounds, concerts, and professional hockey nearby in west
Raleigh.

Housing and lifestyle: Housing ranges from downtown condaminiums and hestong homes to med-century
neighborhoods, iowmhomes, eary estates, and new suburban constructon, Established areas may provide mature
trees and larger kots, while neswer neighborhoods often provide ower-maintenance layouts and community amendties,

Advantages Considerations and tradeofls

- The lnrgest selection of healthcare, culiural, and everyday . Traflic patiems vary sharply; the same mileage can
SEAACES in [hi region produce very different commote limes,

- Many neighborhoods provide shoner access to downiown - Dider homes may require renovation, system updates, or
employment and enterfainment. accessibility improvemenis.

- Extensive parks and greenways supporn walking, cycling, - Property values and neighborhood character can change
and ouidoor recreation, consikderabdy within & few mibas.

- & wide range ol housing siyles and price poinis compared - Adrpor, highweny, rail, and future-development impacis
with smallér municipalities should be reviewed al the propery lavel.

For active adulis and seniors

Raleigh can b especially practical for active aduls who value proxdimity to major hospitals, specialists, cultural
programs, universities, parks, and the airpon. Buyers seeking aging-in-place features should focus on one-level
homes, elevator bulldings. low-malinienance commurnbes, and proximity (o daly serdces. Raleigh also oflers semor
CENErs, recreaon programming, continueng-education oppormuntes, and access o acthve-adull communaes in
sumournding suburbs.
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Inside the Beltline Raleigh

BEET ENOAWT FOW

POSLILATION LECATION \ : Hissor: neighborhoods, matune
S e

parks, and cultural attractons.

Location and access: Inside the Baltline, aften abbremaated ITB, generally refers 1o central Raleigh nsade the 1-440
foop. Itincludes Downtown and a collection of distinct neighborhoods and districts such as Five Points, Hayes Barton,
Historic Dakwood, Mordecai, Boylan Heights, University Park, Glenwood-Brooklyn, Oberlin, and the Village District area.
Boundaries are informal, 5o buyers should focus on the exact neighborhood and route rather than the label alone.

Parks and greenways: Dorothea Dix Park, Pullen Park, Fred Fletcher Park, John Chavis Memoarnial Park, Moore Souare,
Kash Square, Mordecai Histonc Park, and greenway connections along Crabtree Creek and Walnut Creek provide a
wide vanety of recreation. The Morth Carolina Musewm of Art park and Lake Johnson are also convenient from mamy
central neighbarhoods.

Shopping. dining, and entertainment: Downlown Rabeigh, the Village Distnct, Five Points, Person Street and
Seaboard, Hillshorough Sireet, Glemvood South, and the Warehouse Disirict provide restawrants, onffes shops, local
retail, entertainment, and community events. Major museums, peromming arts venues, MNC State, and the Siate
Government complex are close,

Housing and lifestyle: Housing inchedes histonc bungalows, Craftsman homes, Tudor and Colonial residences, mid-
century ranches, usury homes, duplexes, townhomes, condominiem buildings, warehouse lofts, and modern infill. Lot
size, parking, historic-district nules, and renovation guality vary considerakdy.

Advantages Considerations and tradeoffs

= Shoner BCOESS 0 downlown ermpioymenl. reslaurants, = Purchase pnces and rendvaon oSS can be hi-uher than
myseums, and events, iy QULES COmimamigies

= Distinctive neighborhoods with matuwne treeds: and = Dider plumbing, electrical systems, Toundations,
architectural character. drainage, windows, and sewer lines require careful

- More opponunites 1o walk or bike 1o daity destinations inspection.
than in many outer suburis. - Histonc overlay rnules or nelghborhood design standards

- Strong long-term appeal for buyers who value cenfral may afect extenor changes.
location over NEwer Consinicton. - Smaller lots, imited garages, street parking, infil

construction, and nightlife noise can matter by location,

For active adulis and seniors

Inside the Beltine can work especially well for active adults who want culiural activities, restaurants, parks, hospials,
and city programs close o home, The Five Poinis Center for Active Adults is a notable resource, Buyers should
priofitize step-free access, a main-level bedroom, manageable yvard, safe sidewalks, convenient parking, and the
ahility 1o reach groceries and healthcare withowt depending on & long drive.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION CUIDE

Downtown Raleigh and Condominium Living

BEET ENOAWT FOW

POPULATION LOCATION Walkabie urban bving, lock o
uded Downtown canitral : COMVENnsence, restaurants, entertainment,
et i Radelon nundnmlnl::imlhmmﬁmh events, and a growing selection of lofi.

resigencens.

Location and access: Downtown Raleigh s organized around six destination districts; the Capital District, Fayetteville
Sireat, Gherwood South, Moore Square, the Warehouse Distnct, and Seaboard plus Person Streel. Condaminium and
low-mainienance options also extend imo Boylan Heights, Five Pomnts, the Village District and Obedin area, Morth Hills,
Crabtres, and Boer Creck, each ofenng a differen balance af walkakility and ur'r-.ring COMYEMIENGE.

Parks and greenways: Moore Sguare, Mash Square, Dorothea Dix Park, John Chavis Memanal Park, Fred Fletcher
Park, and nearby greemsay connections provide outdoor space. Residents can also reach Pullen Park, the Mussum af
Art park, and the Walnut Creek Greemvay from many central locations.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment; Downtown districts place restaurams, coffes shops, museums, the comeention
center, performing ans, nightlife, food halls, and seasonal events nearby. Grocery access has improved but remains
building-specific; some condominium latations are highly walkable while others still require a car for routine errands,

Housing and lifestyle: Choices include histontc warehouse conversions, tradiional garden condaminiums, (osnhome-
shyle condaminiums, nevwer med-rse buddings, luxury high-nses, and moed-use developments. Cwnership expenses
may include monthly dues, parking fees, move-in fees, special assessments, and separate utility or insurance
responsibilites.

Advantages Considerations and tradealis

- Low-maintenance and lock-and-leave Iving can suit - Review HOWA reserves, budgets, insurance, pending
professionals, requent ravelers, downsizers, and assesgments, litigation, owner-occupancy, and rental
Seconc-horme cemers. FEEINCInS.

- Walkable access to dining, entertainmeant, museums, and - Confirm deeded parking, guesi parking, storage, pet
Chic Bvents, rubes, elevator refiability, package delivery, and securnity

- Elevator buildings may provide an alternativee to procedures.
migintaining & detached home and yand. - Mightlife, trains. construction, events, and street actvity

- Central location can reduce travel to downdown CAN Create noise.
employers and cultural destinations. - Intierior space and private ouldoor areas are genarally

mora imited than in detached homes.

For active adults and seniors

A well-selected condominium can be an excelient active-adult option because it reduces exienor mainienance and
may provide elevators, secured entry, covered parking, fitness amenities, and proximity to culture and healthcare,
Buyers should confirm a truly step-lree path from parking to the residence, backup plans wien elevalors ane
unavailable, accessible bathrooms, adequate guest parking, and the financial strength of the oWners association.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION CUIDE

West Raleigh, NC State, and Southwest Raleigh

BEET ENOAWT FOW

POSLILATION LOECATION University S0CEss, Majr parks, musewns,
spons and event venues, established

Inciuded in Raleigh Western and soutiwestern Raleigh A L
toward Cary and RTP.

Location and access: Wesl Raleigh @xtends from NC State Unnversity, Meradith College, the State Fairgrounds and
arena district toward Lake Johnson, the North Caroling Museum of Art, 1-40, and the Cary line, Southwest Raleigh
mcludes Avent Ferry Road, Lake Johnson, Tryon Road, and neighborhoods near Centennial Campus.

Parks and greenways: Pullen Park, Lake Johnson Park, the Morth Carolina Museum of A park trails, Domothea Dix
Park, Method Road Park, Powell Drive Park, and connectons 1o the House Creek, Rocky Branch, and Walnut Creak
greemwvays support walking, cycling, boating, and recreation.,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Hilsborough Street, the Village District, Western Boubevard, Mission Valley,
Crabtree, and nearby Cary and Crossroads shopping areas provide evenyday senvices and enterfainment. NC State
athdetcs, the Stale Fair, arena events, museums, and universily programs creabe a busy calendar.

Housing and lifestyle: The area inchudes historic homes, mid-century ranches, condominiums, townhomes, student-
oriented housing, aparment communities, lugury neighborhoods, and newer infill. Proximity to campuses and event
venues can have a major effect on parking, traffic, and rental patierns.

Advantages Considerations and tradeoffs

- Excellent acoess o MO Siate, Meredith, downbown, - Student traffic, rental concentrathon, game days, State
MUsSELIMs, parks, and major events. Fair actvity, and concens allect some localions.

= Cormeenient 10 1-40, Cary, and panions of RTP. = Wesiern Boulevard, Wade Avenue, Hillsborough Streel,

- Broad range of housing styles, including condominiums and [-40 can become congested,
and established detached neighborhoods. - Qider homes and condominium associalions requine

- Lake Johnson and greemway access add strong outdoor careful condition and financial review.
appeal. - Moise and parking vary sharply even within the same ZIP

code.

For active adults and seniors

West and Southwest Raleigh can appeal to active adults who want university programs, museums, parks, and access
io both Raleigh and Cary healthcare. Lake Johnson and the Museum of A support an active lifestyle. Buyers should
distinguish quiet residential pockets from siudent-oriented areas and venfy elevator access, parking, sidewalk
conditions, and travel time to their preferred medical providers.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo

Page 8



RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION CUIDE

South Raleigh and the Lake Wheeler Corridor

BEET ENOAWT FOW
L O=CATIC

Cormensnt Aooess i Gowniown,
T Southern Raleigh between Dorothea Di: Park, lakes and greanmways,
Included in Raleigh Downtown, 1-30, Gamner, and Wake  Centennial Campus, Gamer shopping,
County countryside and & wide range of housing prices and
ot sizes,

Location and access: South Raleigh includes areas along South Saunders Street, Lake Wheeler Road, Tryon Road,
Wilmiangton Streed, US 401 and the southem edge of the city loward Gamer. Some addresses feel urban and close 1o
dierwnitonam, witibe others have larger lols o a semi-mural charactes, City imits, utiliies, rosd maintenance, and county
jurisdiction shoubd be confirmed for (he exact propemy.

Parks and greenways: Dorothea Dix Park, Lake Wheeler Park, Lake Johnson Park, Histore Yates Mill County Park, the
Walnut Creek Greemway, Canalina Pines Park, and nearby Centennial Campus trails provide boating. walking, biking,
nature, and communaty recreation,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment; Downtown Rabeigh, the South Saunders and Trvon Road corredors, Gamer,

Wite Oak, and Crossroads in Cary are reachahle from different parts of Sowth Rakzigh. Restaurant and grocery
comvenience vanes, so clents should map rowine destinations from the exact address.

Housing and lifestybe: Housing inchedes alders bungalows and ranches, raditional subdivisions, townhomes,
condominms, infill consSruchan, mwer communiies, and properties wilh langer 1015, SOome areas include wells, seplc
systems, floodplain, or nearby commercial and industrial uses despite a Ralkeigh mailing address,

Advantages Considerations and tradeofis

- Pracical &coess o downiown Raleigh, NC State = The characier of the anea changes quickhy by road and
Centennial Campus, and Garmier, Fie gy Tad],

- Strong outdoor assets incleding Dix Park, Lake Johnson, - |-, South Saunders, US 401, Tryon Foad, and
Lake Wheeler, and Yates Mill. construction progects can affect ravel.

- Potential for more house or land than in many Inside-the- - Floodplain, drainage, rail, indusinal uses, utlities, and
Beltine neighborhoods. future development require propeny-kovel review.

= Vil housing choices rom condominiums and = Waalkahility and nearby retail ane inconsisient outside
wwmhomes (o detached homes and acreage, seleciod pochts,

For active adulis and seniors

South Raleigh can be atfractive to active adults seeking a ranch home, a lower-maintenance commumnity, or maore
space while remaining close to downtown and regional hospitals. Lakes and greemsays olfer recreaton, but many
locatons remain car-dependent. Buyers should venily emerngency access, sidewalks, driveway slope, vard
responsibility, utilities, and the route 1o preferred healthcare and groceries.,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Southeast and East Raleigh
BEET KENOWTH FOu
aaplhoro WakeMed Raleigh Campus access, majos
i b Eastern and southeastern Raleigh greenways and pasis, proximity to
Included in Raleigh fram Downtown toward =440, |-30, downiown, expanding development, and
and the Neuse River convensent routes ioward Knightdale,

Gamer, and Clayian,

Location and access: Southeast and East Raleigh include neighborhoods and corridors around Mew Bern Avenise,
Poole Road, Rock Quarry Road, Sunnybrook Road, Barwell Road, South New Hope Road and the eastem edge of
diowntown. Access differs depending on whether the property is near 1040, 1-20, dowmiown, WakehMed, or the Neuse
Rwver corndor,

Parks and greenways: John Chavis Memaornial Park, Walnut Creek Wetland Park, the Walnut Creek Greanway,
Anderson Point Park, Barwell Road Park, Biltmore Hills Park, Waorthdale Park, and the Meuse River Greamnway provide
exfersive recreation and regional rail connections.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment; Downlown Rabeigh, Mew Bem Avenue, Rock Quarry Road, Knighicale
Boulevard, White Oak im Gamer, and nearby eastern retail centers provide shopping and dining. Availability waries by
corridor, and some growing residential areas still require driving for specialty services and entertainment,

Housing and lifestyle: The area mcludes histone neighbarhoods near downtown, postéar ranch homes, lownhaomeas,

condomimms, infill, fomser subdnasions, and propertes on larger ols. Renovation and redevelopmenl ang activa in
some locations, creating both opportunity and constrection impacts.

Advantages Considerations and tradeofis

= Comvemien] acoess o Wakebded Raleigh Campus and = Meighborhood conditions, development pace, and
RS BormioeT. commercil uses vary block by biack

- Walnut Creek and Meuse River greenways provide - Floodplain and drainage review is important near creek
excallent walking and cycling options. and river comdors,

- Often oflers mone housing choice or value than central - Foad projects, redevelopmant, construction, and transit
western Raleigh, planning may change the area.

- Good pasitioning for Knightdale, Gamer, Clayton, |-40, - Some locations have fewer nearby grocery, dining, o
and 1-440 specially medical chaices than central Rakeigh,

For active adulis and seniors

Southeast Raleigh can be practical for active adults who prioritize WakeMed, greenways, parks, and access 1o
diwmtonem without Inside-the-Beltline prcing. The Walnut Terrace Center is part of Ralesgh active-adult programmirsg.
Buyers should evaluate sidewalk continuity, transit options, flood risk, home accessibility, nearby sendices, and
whether planned development will improve or disrupd the immediate location,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION CUIDE

Morth Raleigh, Midtown, and Falls Lake

BEST KNOAWH FOi
POSLILATION LA TION Established suburban neighborhoods wath

city comeniences. mature landscaping,
Included in Raleigh Norhem Raleigh shopping, healihcare, and access o Fals
Lake

Location and access: North Raleigh stretches from Midiown and North Hilks ioward 1-540, Falls Lake, and the Wake
Forest line, Midiown is more central and wrhan-suburban; farther north, neighborhoods become more residential and
wianded.

Parks and greenways: Popudar destinations include Shelley Lake, Durant Nalure Preserve, Annie Lowise \Wilkerson
Natwwe Preserie, Falls Lake Stale Recreation Area, Morh Hills Park, and connections o the Neuse Roer and Mine
Creek greemways.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: North Hills is a mapor mixed-use destination for restawrants, offices, events, and
shapping. Additional comeeniences line Falls of Meuse Road, Six Forks Road, Creedmoor Road, and Capital Bowlevard.
Lafapane Village and nearby local centers provide smaller-scale dining options.

Housing and lifestyle: The area includes ranch homes, split-levels, fraditional iwo-story homes, usury enclaves,
iowmhomes, condominmms, and rewer infill. Many neighborhoods have mature trees and established streetscapes,

Advantages Considerations and tradealfs

= Gond balance berveen suburban lving and access 1o - Falls of Meuse, Six Forks, Creedmoor, and Capital
Raleigh amenilies, Boulvard can be congested,

- Strong procimity to healthcare and evenyday shopping. - Homes from the 1960s through 19%0s may need

- Established neighborhoods may offer larger lots than updating.
newer suburban projects. - Some locations are far from BTP despite being inside

- Convenient for households connected to downtown Raleigh.
Haleigh, Midtowm, of northem Wake County, - Exact school assignment, utiliies, road maintenance, and

city lirmits should be verified by address.

For active adults and seniors

Morth Raleigh is atiractive to active adults who want a ranch-style home or condominium near hospitals, grocery
stores, gresmvays, restaurants, and cultural activites, The area is also convensent for visiting familty across Ralesgh
and Wake Forest. Buyers should evaluate stalrs, driveway slope, yard maintenance, and the distance from the home
io daily services,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo

Page 11



RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Morthwest Raleigh and Brier Creek

BEET ENOAWT FOW

Alrport convenience and practical access
to RTP, Durham, Cary, and Raleigh

POBLULATION L s T

included in Raleigh Western and northwestern Rabeigh

Location and access: Brier Creek and Morthwest Raleigh sit near 1-40, 1:540, US 70, RDU Internafional Alrport,
Umstead Siate Park, and the eastern edge of RTP, This area is ofien a strong compromise when howusehold members
work in different Triangle cities.

Parks and greenways: Umstead State Park is the major outdoor asset, with miles of hiking, bridle, and multi-use trads.
Lake Lynn, Crabtree Creek Greenway conmections, neghborhood parks, and nearty Cary greenways add options.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Brier Creek Commons and surrounding centers provide grocerny stores,
restaurants, hotels, medical offices, and retail, Downiown Durham, downtown Raleigh, Morth Hills, and Cary are all
reachable, although not equally convenient during peak traffic.

Housing and lifestyle; The area includes apariments, fownhomes, golf-course communities, condominiums, and
detached homes. Much of Brier Creek is newer and more planned than oider Northwest Rabeigh neighborhoods.

Advantages Considerations and tradeofis

= Among he best locatons bor edgquent dir e, = Many angas ang sulo-onintid rather than wislkable,

- Btrong cross-Trianghe highway access, - Adrcraft and highway noise vary by location and should be

- Good access 1o RTP employers and western Raleigh. tested in person.

- Extensive retail and sanvices close (o home. - Peak-hour raffic near 1-40, 1-540, and airpor routes can
be heawy,

- Some communities have smaller lots and substantial

HOA oversiging,

For active adulis and seniors

Active adults may appreciate the airport access, medical offices, nearby Umstead trails, and low-maintenance
twmhome or condaminium choices. Buyers should review elevator access, parking, sound exposure, HOA resernes,
and the abilty 1 reach grocery siores and healthcare without navigating the most congested intersections.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Cary
POSULATION L O=CATICH BERT KNOWT FOig
187,378 Western Wake County and a small Ceniral Triangle mﬁ::mre sum
partion of Chatham County nesghborhoods. exten TEera

a high concenbrabon of sences,

Location and access: Cary lies between Raleigh, Momisville, Apex, RTP, and RDU. Its central positson is one of its
strongest advantages, particularty for houssaholds with jobs in more than one employment center.

Parks and greenways: Can maintains an exiensive greenway network. Bond Park, Hemlock Blufts Nature Presende,
Wakened Soccer Park, the Amencan Tobacco Trail connections, and neighborhood greemways provide recreation
throughout town.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downtoven Cary Park has become a magor gathering place near restaurants and
the Cary Ars Canter. Fenton adds dining, eneértainment, shoppatg, and events, Addibonal commerncial arsas are
distributed along Kildaire Farm Road, Cary Parkway, High House Road, and NC 55,

Housing and lifestyle: Cany offers established subdivisions, custom homes, golf communities, townhomes,
condominiums, and mewer mixed-use neighborboods. Many odder sections featuwe mature trees and connected

(rEEImAEY S,
Advantages Considerations and tradeoffs

- e of the most central kecations for reaching RTR, - Home prices are often higher than in eastern and outer-
Haleigh, RDU, Apex, and Borrigwille, fing Communities.

- Extensive parks, greemaays, necreation programs, and - Busy corridors can become congested dunng commuting
culiural amenities. and school howrs,

- Large selection of medical oliCes, groceneas, restarans, - Large-lol opporumities are imited in many central

- Strong inventory of low-mainenance and active-adult - HOA rules and development density vary significanthy.
housing opfions.

For active adults and seniors

Cary is one of the region's sirongest actve-adull locations because of its cenral access, greenways, ans
programming, heafthcare, and variety of single-level or low-maintenance housing, Exampées in the broader Canyapex
area inclsde Carcling Preserve and Heritage Pines. Availabdity. age restrictions, fees, and community senvices shoukd
be verified at the time of purchase.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Morrisville

BEET ENOAWT FOW

Ersmediale accsss @ RTP, RO4U
et MERBEaI ey Coainty international Alrport. 1-40, and 1-540.

POBLULATION L s T

Location and access: Mormsville is surrounded by Cary, Raleigh, Durham, and RTP, It is one of the most efficient
locations for technology, Efe-science, and airpori-related employment.

Parks and greenways: Morrisvlle Community Park, Morthwest Park, Indian Creek Greenmway, Shiloh Greemway, and
i recreation facilibes serve a compact municipality. Cary and Durham parks are also close.,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Morrisville has a notable selection of international restaurants and markets,
Park West Village, Cary retail areas, Brier Creek, and Southpeint are reachable from different parts of town,

Housing and lifestyle: Housing incledes townhomes. condominiums, compact detached-home communities, and newer
mixed-use development. Lots are aften smaller than in outer Wake County.

Advantages Considerations and tradeafis
- Excelient RTP and aipon access. - Alrport, highway, and rail noise should be reviewed
- Practical for households sphiting commules amang carefully,
Raleigh, Durham, Cary, and RTP, - Traffic can be heavy on NC 54, Davis Drive, Aviation
- Sirong selection of inernational dining and everyday Parkway, and Alrpon Boulévard.
SEMVICES. - There is less of a traditional historic downtown
- Wenwer housing and recreation tacilities in a compact atmosphere.
areda. - Detachad-home inventory and large fots can be imited.

For active adulis and seniors

Morrisville can suil acthive adulls who iravel frequently of want easy access o medical systems in Raleigh, Cary,
Durham, and Chapel Hill, Low-maintenance iownhomes and condominiums are common, but bivers should consider
stairs, parking, traffic, and noise. Mearby active-adult options include communities in Cary, Durham, and the RTP
coeridor,

Fhilkp Johnson Gioup | eXp Resty | phlpjohrsongroup com | ralegFnesocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Apex
BEST KNOWHN FOM
POPULATION L LA TIH & historic dovriiowm combinsd with newer
75,058 Southwestern Wake County suburban neighborhoods, parks, and

access o Cary and westem Raleigh

Location and access: Apex sits southwest of Cary and west of Holly Springs, with access to US 64, NC 540, MC 55,
Jordan Lake, and western Wake County employment,

Parks and greenways: Apex Community Park, Apex Mature Park, Humler Streat Park, Beaver Creek Greenway, and
other trails provide recreation. Jordan Lake s a major regional destinalion west of town,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Historic downiown Apex offers local restaurants, events, and shops. Beawer
Creek and nearby Cary provide major retail, entertainment. and grocerny oplions.

Housing and lifestyle: The market mcludes historic homes, established subdnvisions, townhomes, lusury communities,
and extensive new consiructicn in southerm and wesiem Apex,

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs

= Tradinons dowmown identity wah suburbian = MC 55, US 84, and commuter routes 1owand Cary and
comeniences. RTHE can be congesied.

- Good access o Cary, western Raleigh. Holly Springs, - Southem and western Apax can be much farther from
and Jordan Lake. RTE than the town name suggesis.

- Brosd housing sedection and active community events. - Popular neighborhoods may command premiudm prces.

- Browing greenway and park sysbem. - Rapid growth means ongoing road and development

changes.

For active adults and seniors

Apex offers active adulis a walkable historic core, recreation programs, medical offices, and access to Cary
healhcare, Single-level homes and 55+ options are available in the broader Apex/Cary market. Buyers who expect
Irequent trips 1o Duke or UNC should test the route durng weekday raffic.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALEIGH TRIANGLE RELOCATION GUIDE

Holly Springs

BEST KNOWN FOR

POPULATION LOCATION Newer planned communities, recreation,

49,039 Southern Wake County growing employment, and modern
suburban services.

Location and access: Holly Springs is south of Apex and west of Fuquay-Varina. NC 540 has improved regional
access, although North Raleigh, Durham, and RDU remain longer trips.

Parks and greenways: Bass Lake Park, Sugg Farm, Womble Park, Ting Park, and greenway connections are major
community assets. The town emphasizes athletics, festivals, and outdoor recreation.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Retail and dining are concentrated near NC 55, Main Street, and newer mixed-
use areas. Apex, Cary, and Fuquay-Varina provide additional options.

Housing and lifestyle: Holly Springs is known for newer subdivisions, community pools, sidewalks, townhomes, and
modern floor plans. Some established areas and larger homesites are also available.

Advantages Considerations and tradeoffs

- Strong selection of newer homes and neighborhood - Longer travel to Durham, Chapel Hill, North Raleigh, and
amenities. RDU.

- Good parks, athletic facilities, and greenways. - Peak traffic on NC 55 and connecting roads can be

- Growing life-science and manufacturing employment significant.
base. - Construction and road projects are common in high-

- Convenient to Apex, Fuquay-Varina, and western growth areas.
Johnston/Chatham routes. - Many neighborhoods require driving for routine errands.

For active adults and seniors

Holly Springs offers active adults newer single-level homes, medical services, parks, and access to UNC Health Rex
Holly Springs Hospital. The flatter, newer neighborhoods may be appealing for aging in place, but buyers should
compare HOA maintenance responsibilities and distance to specialty care.

Phillip Johnson Group | eXp Realty | phillipjohnsongroup.com | raleighrelocation.info
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Fuquay-Varina
BEST KNOWHN FOi
POSLILATION LCCATION Mevw constriclion, ted siohs commencial
44,237 Southern Wake County districts, community events, and maore

mmnmmmmm
Wake locations.

Location and access: Fuquay-varing is south of Rakeigh and Hally Springs, near Angeer and Harmen County. 10 works
best for residents whose employment is in southern Wake, Johnston, Hamett, or remoteyirid roles.

Parks and greenways: Camoll Howard Johnson Envirgnmental Park, Fleming Loop Park, South Park, community
cenlers, and a growing greenway netwark provide recreation. Connections towarnd Holly Springs continue 1o expand.
Shopping, dining, and entertainment: The Fuguay and Varina downtown districts offer restaurants, breweries, shops,
and events. Larger relail centers and grocery oplions have expanded along major roads.

Housing and lifestyle: Buyers find historic homes, estabdished neighborhoods, townhomes, and a large amount of new
construction, often with more imterior space and newer features than closer-in areas.

Advaniages Considerations and tradeoiis
- Distinct bocal entity and tao dowmboam districts. - Commutes o RTP, Durham, Chapel Hill, and RDU can
- Sirong invenbory of newer homes and planned be long.
COmmunities. - Rioad capacity s under pressure from rapid growih.
- Growing parks, restaurants, and commnity evens, - Some neighborboods are tar from the histanc centers and
- Potentially better value than Cary, Apex, or ceniral daily senices.
Raleigh. - Public transportation oplions are imited.
For active adults and seniors

Fuguay-Varina may appeal to actiive adults seeking a newer ranch home, commundy amenities, and a small-town
atmosphers, Healkhcare and daily services are expanding, although specialized care may require traved to Raleigh,
Cary, or Chapel Hll, Buyers should compare low-mainienance communities with conventional subdivisions where
yard and exterior maintenance remain the ownes's responsibility.

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Garner

BEST KNOWM ROl
PORULATION LA TION Cormvensnt acoess o downtown Raleigh
38,508 Southern Wake County and Southeast Raleigh with a mix of

establishod and nesar housing

Location and access: Gamner sits immediately south of Raleigh atong 1-40 and US T0. It connects easily 1o downtown,
Wakehted. White Oak, Clayton, and Johnston Cournity.

Parks and greenways: While Deer Park, Lake Benson Park, Garner Recreatonal Park, and developing greenvay
connections provide famiky and active-adult recreation,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: White Oak Crossing s a major retail center. Downiown Garner, nearby
Southeast Ralaigh, and Clayon add restaurants, local businesses, and avenis.

Houwsing and lifestyle: The area mcludes older ranch nesghbarhoods, established subdivisions, new constracion,
iownihomes, and properties with larger lofs outside the (own center.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
- Shoner access 10 downlown Raleigh than many outer - 140, US 70, and White Oak traffic can be heayy,
suburbs. - Housing age and neighbarhood character vary widehy.
- Potentialty more house and lot for the money than - Some areas are auto-oriented with imited walkability.
aRso Woake Coumney. - Exact municipal limits and utility providers should be
- Major retail and services close to horme, verifiad.

- Conuenient io Clayion and Johnsion County ermploymeni.

For active adults and seniors

Gamer provides active adults with convenient shopping, parks, medical offices, and relatively easy access to Raleigh
hospitals. The area includes ranch homes and low-maintenance commaunities, with actve-adult examples in the
Gamer and Southeast Raleigh markel. Buyers should evaluale older-home systems and accessibility bedore
assuming a ranch is fully suitable for aging in place.,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Wake Forest
BERT KNOAWT Foulk
POFULATION LOCATICH Hiztorc downiown characier, Fals Lake
59,199 Northern Walke County access, master-planned communites, snd

a broag) range of housing.

Location and access: Wake Forest is north of Raleigh and west of Rodesville. It serves as the main shopping and
sepvice center for norhern Wake and sowthern Franklin Cownty.

Parks and greenways: E. Carroll Joyner Park, Flahery Park, Holding Park, Smith Creek Greemway, and acoess to Fails
Lake are major assets. Smith Creek connects toward Raleigh's Neuse River Greenway.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downiown Wake Forest offers restaurants, events, and local shops. Retail
cortidors along Capital Boulevard and Riogers Road pravide grocery stores, medical offices, and national refalers.

Houwsing and lifestyle: The markel imcludes histonc homes, established subdnisions, gotl and master-planned
commumities, townhomes, lusury homes, and extensive new construction,

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs

= & genuine dosmbonn combined wath lull suburban = US LiCapital Boulevard raffic can be & major daily Bsctor,
COMveniences. - RTP, Cary, Durham, and Chapel Hill commutes may be

- Strong parks, greenways, and acoess to Falls Lake. engty.

- Wide range of housing, from siarter townhomes io - A Wake Forest mailing address may be outside town
acreage and |uxury homes. limiits of in Franklin County.

- Convendent to Rolesville, Youngswille, and Morth Raleigh, - High growth means frequent development and

infrastruciure changes.,

For active adults and seniors

Wake Forest is one of the Triangles leading active-adult destinations, with parks, cultural programs, medical services,
and multiple single-leved or 55+ options. Examples include Del Webb at Traditions, the Villas of Wake Forest, and
courtyard-siyie communities, Buyers should verify age resinctions, HOA coverage, future development, and the ravel
time to preferred specialists,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Rolesville
BEET KHOWT FOit
POFULATION LOCATICN Mewer neighborhoods, community parks,
11,933 Northeastern Wake County and close pocess 10 Wake Forest

SOTICES.

Location and access: Rolesville is directly east of Wake Forest and northeast of Ralesgh. It is connected to the region
through US 401 and roads leading to 1-540 and Capital Boulevard.

Parks and greenways: Main Street Park, Mill Bridge Nature Park, greenways, side paths, athletic fiedds, and
playgrounds support a growing recreaton netwaork,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Local retail is expanding, while Wake Forest and Mortheast Raleigh remain the
primary destinations for major shogping, restaurants, and medical serices.

Housing and lifestyle: Rolesville is dominated by newer subdivisions, community amenities, and detached homes,
Some rural and larger-fol properties remain nearkry.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
= Newir homies and planned-nisighborhood amenities. « Liribed local enterainment and Specialy shopping.
- Cloze to Wake Forast without being in a larger - Commutes toward downtean Raleigh and RTP depend
misnicipality. o congested artenal roads.
- Growing parks and greenmrsay nebaork. - FRapid development is changing the town quickly.
- Polential valee compared with some Wake Forest and - Public ransponation and walkable commercial areas are
Morth Raleigh lncations. lirmitedd,

For active adulis and seniors

Rolesville can appeal to active adults who prefer a newer, quieter community near Wake Forest. Single-level new
construction may be easier to find than in established central areas. The tradeoff is greater depandence on driving for
healthcare, restaurants, and culiural activities,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Knightdale
BEST KNCAWN Foit
e o b Sl Mewer housing with relatively comeenient
22,680 Eastern Wake County access (o downtown Raleigh, 14540, and

e Maruse Rvear ooemidor,

Location and access: Knightdale is east of Raleigh along 1-8T and near |-540. It is one of the closest eastern Wake
towms o downtown Raleigh.

Parks and greenways: Knighidale Station Park, Mingo Creek Trad, local athletic facilites, and the conmeciion 1o
Raleigh's Neuse River Greenway provide strong recreation options,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Knighidale Boulevard includes grocery stores, restaurants, and nabonal
retailers. Downtawn Raleigh and East Raleigh entertainment are relatively accessible.

Housing and lifestyle: The market mcudes estabhshed neighborhoods. iownhomes, and exiensnse new Consmicion
with community amenities.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
« Good access 1o downbown and East Raleigh. « Less pomaenient o RTP, Durham, Chiapel Hill, and ROU
- Sfrong parks and greenway connections. than western locatons.
- Mewer housing can be more attainable than western - Commaercial development is largaly auto-oriented.
Wiake County. - Traffic can build on Knightdale Boulevard and Raleigh-
- Convenient to Wendell, Rateigh, and 1540, bound routes.
- The historic downiown area s smaller than Apex or Wake
Foresd,

For active adults and seniors

Knightdale may suil active adults seeking newer one-level homes near Raleigh without central-city pricing. Knighidale
Station Park and the MNeuse River comdor support an active lifestyle, while major healthcare remains a shaort diive
wesl, Buyers should compare the convenience of nesghborhood amenities with the need to drive for specialty care
and cultural activities,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Wendell
BEST KNCAWN Foit
it e e Master-planned community lving, new
16,996 Eastern Wake County conshuction, rads, and & revitakzing

histaric dowriowm,

Location and access: Wendell lies east of Knightdale and west of Zebulon. The town is connected to Raleigh by 1-87
and major local roads.

Parks and greenways: Wendedl Falls incledes an exdensmve tral and open-space network. Tovwn parks such as Wendell
Park and Hollybrook Park add athiefic fields, playgrounds, and community facilities.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Historic downioen Wendell offers local restaurants and evenis, while Treelight
Square and nearby Knightdale provide expanding rétail and serices.

Housing and lifestyle: Mew construction is a major draw, especially in large planned communities, Traddional
neighborboods and older homes are also available closer to town.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
= Slrong selection of nw homes and modern cormmunity - Longer commube 1 RTP, Durharm, Cary, and Chapel Hill,
amenities, - Construction activity and continued development are part
- Trails, parks, and neighborhood gathering spaces. of daily [ife.
- Growing restawrants and refail. - The level of walkability depends heavily on the specific
- Potential valee relative io central and wesiem Wake comamunity.
County. - Some senvices still require tnps 1o Knightdale or Raleigh.

For active adults and seniors

Wendedl s attractive to active adults who want a newer hame, neighborhood trails, soclal amenities, and less exterion
maintenance. Master-planned communities can create a built-in social network. but buyers should review HOA fees,
included senvices, future bulldout, and access 10 hospitals and specialists,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Zebulon
BEET KHOWT FOit
POFULATION LOCATICN Small-town atmosphere, comparatsely
9,206 Eastern Wake County attainabde housing, and Access b0 eastem

Wiake and rrighboring countins.

Location and access: Zebulon is the easternmast Wake County town, connected to Wendell and Raleigh by 1-87. it
alzo serves residents working toward Nash, Frankin, Wilson, or Johnston counties,

Parks and greenways: Liltle River Park, Zebulon Community Park, Free County Stadium-anea recreatson, bocal
greemways, and nearby rural outdoor opponunities provide oplions,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Local shopping and restaurants are limited compared wih Knighidale or
Raleigh, although the towen has everyday serices and commumnity avents.

Housing and lifestyle: Buyers may find smaller subdivisions, new construction, older homes, and larger [ols at prces
below many choser-in Wake County markets.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
= Loner-chgnsaly erananment and smll-1own identity, = Long commute 10 dovwniown Raleigh and much longer
- Potential for more land or home for the budget. travel to RTP or Durham.
- Convenient 1o Wendell and eastern regional employment. - Fewer restaurants. medical specialists. and entertainment
- Less urban congestion within towm. Oplons.

- Walkability = limited outside selected locations.

- Resale patterns may differ from closer-in Wake Couniy
submdarkels,

For active adults and seniors

Zebulon can work for active adults prioritizing queet, value, and a smaller commumity. Single-level omes and larger
kots may e available, but the need to travel for specialsts, enterainment, and major shopping should be considered.
Yard size and propemy maintenance can ofisel the appeal of a lower-density setting.
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Durham
BEST KHNOWT FOi
i b e Duke and healthcare employment,
200,907 Durham County restaurants, ars, life sclences, dovmiown

enlenainment, and access i RTP.

Location and access: Durham forms the western urban anchor of the Triangle. South Durham is convenient to RTP
and Chapel Hill, while cemral and northern Durham provide different access to Duke, downtown, and the Eno River.

Parks and greenways: The American Tobacco Tral, End River State Park, Duke Forest, West Point on the Eno, Ellerbe
Creek frails, and neighborhood parks offer extensive ouldoor options.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downtown Durham, American Tobacco Campus, Minth Street, Brightleat,
Southpaint, and numeraus neighborhood distncts support a nationally recognized food and arts scene. Durbam Buldls
baseball and the Durbam Performing Ans Center are mapor altractions.

Housing and lifestyle: Housing ranges from downtown lofts and hisionic bungakows to suburban subdivisions, lusury
homes, townhomes, and active-adult communities. Conditions and paicing vary sharply by neighborhood.

Advantages Considerations and tradeolfs

- World-class healthcare and LRGeSty FeSoUrces. - Neighborhood character and property condition can

= SIrong feStaranl. Ars, and entertainment scene. change queckly irom block o Diock.

- Convenient access to RTP from southern and eastern - Oider homes may require substantial maintenance of
Durham. renovaton.

- Significamt active-adult and low-maintenance housing - Traffic around Duke, downtown, I-40, and Southpoint can
inventory. b heawy.

- A comimute 10 eastern Wake or Johnston County can be
dhcult.

For active adulis and seniors

Durham is one of the Triangle’s sirongest choices for active adulis who prioritize Duke Health, culiural activities,
lifelong learning, restaurants, and airport access. The area has several recognized 55+ commumities, including
Caroling Arbors, Creekside at Bethpage. Fendol Farms, and other low-maintenante optons. Buyers should verity
CUITEnt age restrichons, HOA services, transporiation, and proximity o their prefermed Duke or UNG providers.
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Chapel Hill
POSLULATION LO=CATICH BERT KNOWT FOig
64,785 Orange County with portions UMC HMT and uni-uers:: culiure,
T L O e and access 1o Durham and western RTP

Location and access: Chapel Hill is west of Durham and south of Hillsborough. It is closely connected to Carrbaoro,
UMC, Chatham County, Jordan Lake, and western RTE,

Parks and greenways: Bolin Creek Trail, Battle Branch Tradl, Caralina Morth Forest, Southerm Community Park, Morgan
Creek, and nearby Jordan Lake provide extensive recreation,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Franklin Street, University Place, Southern Village, Meadowmaont, and nearbsy
Carrboro offer restawrants, avents, shopping, and culiural activities. LMC athletics and performing arts shapse the
Ccodmmuity calendar.

Housing and lifestyle: The market includes university-area condoméniums, estabfished nelghborhoods, luxuny homes,
iowmhomes, and newer communities on the southern edge. nventory can be limited and expensive.

Advantages Considerations and tradeolfs
= Direct access 0 NG HOoSpitals and university resources. - Housing costs and propery taxes may be higher than in
- Strong ans, education, athletics, and culural Mary Surounding areas.
programming. - Uniwersity evants can affect traffic and parking.
- Greemways and woeoded neighbarhoods, - Mewer detached-home inventory is imited in central
- Gonvenient to Durham, Carrboro, Hillsbarough, and locations.
western RTP. - Travel to Raleigh, Wake Forest, or Johnston County can
b sulbstantial,

For active adults and seniors

Chapel Hill appeals to active adults who value UMNC healthcare, educational programs, arts, walkable village centers,
and access o nature, Condaminium and (osmhouse buvers should carefully reviaw stars, elevailors, parking, and
HOA fmances. Active-adult choices also extend into nearly Chatham County and the Briar ChapelFearmington area,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo

Page 25



RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Carrboro
BOBLIL ATION L e ATION BEST KRNOWY FOiR
23,404 Orange County A compact, Iocaly locused, walkable

comimirity mesxd to Chaped Hill and LIMC.

Location and access: Carrboro sits immediately west of Chapel Hill, lts small geographic size places much of the town
near downtown Carrboro, UNC, and Chapel Hill services,

Parks and greenways: Balin Creek Greenway, Wilson Park, Anderson Community Park, Adams Tract, and
neighborhood greenways offer wakking and cycling opportunities.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment; Downtown Carrboro i known for local restaurants, coffee shops, Ive music, the
farmers market, and independent businesses. Chapel Hill shopping and healthcare are minutes away.

Housing and lifestyle: Housing incledes historic cottages, established neighborhoods, condominiums, townhomes, and
Emated infill. Inventory is smaller than in larger Trianghe communities,

Advantages Considerations and tradeoffs
- Walkable downtown and strong local identity. - Limited housing inventany and relatively high prices.
- Immediate access 1o Chapel Hill and UNC, - Dider hames may require renovation and accessibility
- Cormmunity events, ars, and ouldoor recreation. updates.
- Transil &nd cychng opeons &re stronger than in many - Direct highway access is limited,
suburbs. - Mot comenient for regular commuies o eastern Wake
County.

For active adults and seniors

Carrboro can sull active adults who prefer a compact town, kocal culiure, ransit, and proximity o UNC bealthcare,
The strongest oplions are ofien condominiums, townhomes, or smaller homes near downtown, Buyers should
evaluate hills, stairs, sidewalks, parking, and whether daily errands can truly be compleded withouwt a car.
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Hillsborough
BEST KHNOWT FOi
PORULATION LEEC-ATION Historiz anchibeciune, ihe End Fiver, small-
10,334 Orange County s charm, and access to Durham and

Chapel Hil

Location and access: Hillsbhorough is north of Chapel Hill and west of Durham along 1-85. It offers a quieter setting
widle rermaining conmected (o major healthcare and emplayment centers.

Parks and greenways: Riverwalk, Gold Park, Occoneeches Mountain State Matural Area, and End River access are
standout outdoor features,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Historic downiowmn Hillsborough has restaurants, gallenes, local shops, and
events. Larger shopping trips typically lead to Durham, Chapel Hill, o Mebane.

Housing and lifestybe: Buyers lind historic homes, estathished neghisorhoods, new subdiisians, iownbomes, and miral
properties oulside lown.

Advantages Considerations and tradealfs
= Dhgtinel hastonc characier and wislkable Soambonm. = Smaller housing imentony and fewer major retaders,
- Good access to Durham and Chapel Hill. - Historic properties may require specialized maintenance_
- Excellent river and trail recreation. - Haleigh and Cary commutes are less convenient.
- Smaller-toam environment with culiural depth. - Rural addresses require well, septic, internet, and road-
access due diligence.

For active adults and senlors

Hillsborowgh offers active adulis a walkable historic center, trails, arts, and reasonable access (o Duke and UNC
healthcare, Newer [ow-maintenance options exist, but the overall inventony is Emited, Historic homes may have stairs,
narrow doorways, and uneven lofs that require careful accessibility evaluation,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Clayton
BEST KNOWHN FOM
POSULATION LGl ATION Mewer housang value, a growing
31,212 Johnston County CorMADRANL, QreBnways, and Acoess b

Southaeas! Radigh and Gamar,

Location and access: Clayton lies southeast of Raleigh along US 70 and near 1-40. it is the primany suburban center for
wastern Johnston County.

Parks and greenways; Sam's Branch Greenway, Clayton River Walk on the Neuse, East Clayton Community Park,
Municipal Park, and nearby Clemmons Educational State Forest provide recreation,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downtown Clayion has restawrants, breweries, shops, aris, and events. Major
retail is distributed along US 70 and toward Garmer and Smithfeld.

Housing and lifestyle: The area includes historic homes, established subdnsions, goll communities, Erge master-
planned developmenis, townhomes, active-adull communities, and exiensive new constructon.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs

= Orten provides more Bome and newer fealures bor thie - Commutes 1o RTP, Durharm, Chapel Hill, and RDLU can
price than central Wake County. be lengtiy.

- Growing downtoan and recreation netsork. - US 70 and Raleigh-bound routes can become congested.

- Convenient to Garner, Southeast Raleigh, and Johnston - Some Clayton mailing addresses are {ar from downiown
County. annd oW SErECES.

- Birong selection of aetve-adult and single-level housing. - Rapid growth cresies continuing road and school-

capacity changes,

For active adults and seniors

Clayion is a leading active-adult market, offering newer ranch homes, community amenities, and access (o UNC
Health Johnston in Clayton and Smithfield, Exampies inclede Evergreen at Flowers Plamtation and The Walk at East
Village. Buyers should compare the distance o Ralesgh specialists, HOA coverage, commumity busdout, and
Johnston County VErsus municipal services,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Smithfield
BEST KNOWH Foil
POSLULATION L e ATICHN County-gaal senices, imersiate access
12,373 Johnston County regonal shogping. and comparatively

attainaie housing.

Location and access: Smithfield is east of Clayton at the intersection of 1-95 and US 7. It serves as a regional center
for Johnston Couwnty.

Parks and greenways: Bulfalo Creek Greemyay, Smith-Collins Park, Community Park, and mearby rusal recreation
provide outdoor oplions.,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Carolina Premium Owilets, downtown Smithfield, restaurants, and county
sepnices creale a larger commercial base than the population alone suggests.

Housing and lifestyle: Housing includes historic properties, established neighborhoods, new subdivisions. townhomes,
and rural acreage outside town,

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
= Comeenignt 1-95 and US 70 access, = Lang daily commule 1o RTP, Durharm, and cenlral
- UMNE Health Johnston and county senaces naarby. Raleigh.
- Regional shopping and comparatively anainable housing. - Smalﬁ_er lpcal entertainment and restaurant scene than
- Usetul bocation for Johnston County employment or faleigh or Durham.
remote work, - Some older housing may need renovation.
- The area is less integrated into the daily Trangle ifestde
than Clayton or Garner.

For active adults and seniors

Smithfield can be practical for active adults who value medical access. interstate travel, shoppang, and lower-density
frving. It may be especially attractive to retirees with famidly in Johnston County or along 1-95. Buyers should consider
how often they expect 1o visit Raleigh cultural aliractions or specalty medscal providers.
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Archer Lodge
BEST KNOWH FOi
POBULATION L CsCATION & rural-sybuhan seiing nears Clayion with
5371 Johnston County nesser neighborhoods and lasger

homirsies.

Location and access: Archer Lodge sits north of Clayton and sowthesst of Knightdale. [t offers access to Johnston
County while remaining within reach of East Raleigh.

Parks and greenways; Community parks and nearby Clayton, Wendell, and Neuse Rrver recreation provide options,
althaugh the town has fewer developed facilities than larger municipalities,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Most major shopping, restaurants, and medical services are in Clayton,
Knightdale, ar Raleigh.

Housing and lifestyle: The market includes newer subdivisions, detached homes, and rural properties with langer lo1s.

Advantages Considerations and tradeoffs
- (et setting and potential for more land. - Limited local retail and entertainmant.
- Convenient to Clayion and easiern Wake County, - Diriwing i= required for most errands and senices.
- Mewer homes may offer modern layouts and lower - Rural properties may immabse wells, sepiic systems, and
immediale maintenance. road-malnienance queshonsg.
= Lirss commercial congestian within tow. - Longer access 1o RTP, Durham, and Chapel Hill,

For active adults and seniors

Archer Lodge may appeal to active adulis who want a quiet home near Clayton without living in a large development.
The tradeotf is grealer driving dependence and fewer nearby social or cultural programs. Property maintenance,
seplic sysiems, and emergency-Senice access desenve careful review.
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Pittsboro
BEET KHOWT FOit
POFULATION LOCATICN Histoms iown characier, acoess 1o Jordan
5.996 Chatham County Lake, larger progerties, and major iong-

berm growth in Chatham County,

Location and access: Fitsboro lies south of Chapel Hill and west of Apex. It connects to UMC. western Cary, Sanford,
and Jordan Lake through US 15-501, US 64, and local roads.

Parks and greenways: Town parks, the Haw River corridar, Jordan Lake, Chatham Courity trails, and nearty nature
Ppreserves suppaort owdoor recreation.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Historic downiown offers bocal restaurants and shops. Chatham Park and other
new development are expanding grocery, medical, restaurant, and senice oplions.

Housing and lifestyle: Housing ranges from histonic homes and rural acreages o goll communities, active-adult
neighborivoods, and large new master-planned developments,

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
= Digtinethve small-loam Sefing it access 1o nalure, - Longer drive o central Rakeigh, Morh Raleigh, and RDLL
- Dpportunities for land, cusiom homes, and new - Services are spread over a wide geographic area.
communities. - Large-scale development will continue changing the
- Convenient to Chapel Hill and growing Chatham County COmmunity.
employment. - Rural properties require well, septic, broadband,
- Birong active-adult and lifestyle-community aptions, emvironmendal, and road due diligence,

For active adults and seniors

Pittsboro is one of the Triangle's most established active-adult destinations. Fearrington Village and newer
communities in the Briar Chapel/Chatham area provide social programming, trails, and lower-maintenance choices.
Buyers should compare access to UNC healihcare, community fees, on-site services, and the distance 1o evenyday
shopping.
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Youngsville
BEST KNCAWN Foit
e o e S Small-town atmosphere, larger homesites,
3,088 Franklin County nesd constuctson, and prosimity o Wake

Forest.

Location and access: Youngsville is immediately north of \Wake Forest along the IUS 1 comidor. Many properties with
Youngsville addresses are outside town Emits and can feel rural.

Parks and greenways: Local parks and community programs are supplemented by Wake Forest greenvays, Falls
Lake, and Franklin County recreation.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Youngsvile has growing bocal businesses, but Wake Forest remains the main
destmation for major shopping, restaurants, healthcare, and entertainment.

Houwsing and lifestyle: The market mcludes in=towm hames, new subdaasions, custom homes, and acreage. Pnces may
offer more space than nearby Wake County.

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs
= Close o Wake Forest sensces while masnaining & - Longer commule 1 Ralgigh, RTP, and RDLL
smaller-town feel. - Limited local healthcare, specialty shopping, and
- Potential for larger bots and newer homes, aniertainment.
- Useful for bunyers who work remotety or in northern - County, school, utility, and emergency-senvice differences
Wiake'Franklin County, should ke undersiood.
- Browing community identity and locel businesses. - Rural property due dilipence is important.

For active adulis and seniors

Youngsville can appeal to active adulls seeking a quiet setting and newer single-level homeas near Wake Foresl. The
Enclave at Hidden Lake is one example of an active-adull option in the broader area. Buyers should evaluate driving
time to healthcare, yard maintenance, well/septic responsibiliies, and whether the community provides organized
social activities,
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Franklinton
BEST KNOWH FoiR
PORULATION LEECATION Hissoric small-ioem chasacies, alfordable
3,041 Franklin County howesing possibilties, and socess 1o

northern Triangle growth,

Location and access: Franklinton les north of Youngsville and south of Lowisburg. It is connected to Wake Forest and
Radeigh through US 1 and local highways.

Parks and greenways; Franklinton Park, walking trails, athlete facilities, and nearby county recreation provide local
options.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: The histonc cenfer has local businesses, while magor shopping and medical
sernices are bypically found in Wake Forest, Youngswille, or Louisburg.

Housing and lifestyle: Buyers may find older in-own homes, renovated properties, new construction, and rural land.

Advantages Considerations and tradeofis
- Small-town emvironment and lower entry prces in many - Long commute to Raleigh, RTE, and RDLU.
Cases. - Limited local services and enterainment.
- ACcess to larger lots and naral properties. - Cider homes may require significant renovation.
- Hisioric character and local community events. - Rural infrastruciure and broadband should be verified.
- Reasonable proximity 10 Wake Forest for an ouler-ring
ECrT.
For active adults and seniors

Franklinton may suit active adulis who prefer quiet living and do not need frequent access to urban amenities. Lower
home prices can be attractive, but iransportation, medical access, properly maintenance, and the availability of
arganized senior programming should be weighed carefully.
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Angier
BEST KHNOWT FOi
e L Smal-bown growth, new construction,
7,181 Harnett and Wake counties larger lols, and Access 10 Fuguay-Vasina

and southarn employment comidons,

Location and access: Angier is south of Fuquay-vVarina and north of Lilington. It can serve households connected to
soulhern Wake, Harnett County, or remole work.

Parks and greenways: Jack Marley Park, tocal recreation programs, and neartyy Raven Rock State Park and Cape
Fear River destinations provide outdoor options.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downtown Angier has local businesses and events. Fuguay-\Varina is the
closest larger center for broader shopping, restaurants, and medical services.

Housing and lifestybe: The area mcludes new subdivisions, ranch homes, traditional neghborhoocds, and roral acreage.

Advaniages Considerations and tradeofis
- Potental for newer homes and larger properies at lower - Long tranvvel to RTP, Durham, ROU, and Morth Raleigh,
prices than central Wake. - Limited local entertainment and specialty healihcare.
- Small-towm aimasphere. - Some addresses imiobve rural roads, wells, and septic
- Convenient 1o Fuquay-varnna and Hameti County. SySlems.
- Less urban congestion. - Resale demand depends heavily on future growth and
commube patterms.
For active adults and seniors

Angier can be afiractive to active adults seeking a ranch home, kower-gensity sefting, or space for hobbies. The main
tradeoffs are driving dependence and distance from major hospitals and cultural activities. Buyers should examine
emergency access, property upkeep, and whather nearby services meat long-term needs.
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Creedmoor

BERT KENOAWTY Foulk
POFULATION LOCATICN Small-town kving near Falis Lake with
5,034 Granville County access o Durham and norhem \Wake

County,

Location and access: Creedmoor is north of Durhiam and northveest of Wake Forest, near 1-85 and WC 50. It serves
residents connected to Gramalle County, norbern Durham, or remobe work.

Parks and greenways: Lake Rogers Park, Falls Lake access, local parks, and nearby hiking and boating provide
recreation,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Everyday services are available locally, while Durham, Wake Forest, and
Ciford provide broader shopping and healthcare.,

Housing and lifestybe: The market mcludes in-town hames, new subdrsions, and miral acreage.

Advantages Considerations and tradeofis
- Acicess to lakes and outdoor recreation. - Longer commute to Raleigh, Cary, and RTE emplomament
- Poientially more affordable housing and land. on the southern side.
- Small-town atmosphere with access 1o 1-85. - Limited local restaurants, entertainment. and specialists.
- Reasonable option for northern Durham or Granville - Rural due diligence may be required.
amployment. = Public transit is limited,

Far active adults and seniors

Creedmoor may work for active adults who value boating, fishing, quiet neighborhoods, and proxmity to family in
northern Duwrham or Wake County. The distance to specialty healthcare and the need to drive for most errands shoulbd
b central to the decision,

Philkp Johnson Group | eXp Resty | phdlpjohreongroup com | ralegreocabon inlo

Page 15



RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Sanford
BEST KNOWHN FOi
POPLILATION LOCATION & sell-contained regional center with
e el districts, and access o both the Triangle
and Sandhills.

Location and access: Sanford is southwest of the core Trangle. It is conmected (o Pittsboro, Apex, Rakeigh,
Fayetteville, and Pinehurst throwgh US 1, US 421, and local highways.

Parks and greenways: San-Lee Park, Kiwanis Family Park, the Endor Iron Fummace trail area, and county recreation
provide oubdoor oppounities.

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downtown Sanford, local restaurants, major retaders, and regional healthcare
make i more sell-sufficient han Smaller ouber-fing 1wns.

Housing and lifestyle: Buyers find historic homes, estabdished neighborhoods, goll communities, new subdivisions, and
rural propenies.

Advantages Considerations and tradeoifs

- Larger regianal service hase than many outer - Taa far for many daily commutes to Durham, Chapel Hill,
communities, of Mogth Raleigh,

- Poteniial housing value and langer lofs. - Less integrated wath Triangle enteriainment and social

= Useful for remote workers or split Trangle"Sandhills lite.
connections. - Public tfransporation is limited.

- Local healthcare, ans, and community ewents., - Property values and market pace differ from \Waka

County suburbs.

For active adulis and seniors

Sanford can be a practical retirement location for buyers who want lower housing costs, local healthcare, golf, and
access o Pinehurst and the Triangle. It s more sef-contained tham mamny owter-ring owns, but frequent specialty-care
trips to Raleigh, Durham, or Chapel Hill require planning,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION GUIDNE

Mebane

BEST KHNOWT FOi
PR AT Lo ATION A historic dowrlown and newer housng
20,426 Alamance and Orange counties positioned betwaen Duham and the

Triaad,

Location and access: Mebane lies along 1-400-85 west of Hillsborough, it can work well for households splitting
commutes between Durham/Chapel Hill and Greensbora/Burlington.

Parks and greenways; Lake Michasl Park, city parks, greenways, and nearby Haw River and Eno River recraation oller
outdoor oplions,

Shopping, dining, and entertainment: Downtiown Mebane has restawrants and shops, while Tanger Outlets and
mterstate commercial areas provide major retail. Burlngton and Hillsborowgh add sernces.

Houwsing and lifestyle: The market mcludes. histonc homes, established nesghborhoods, twnhomes, and substantial
nEwW Consinection,

Advantages Considerations and tradeaffs

= Sirabegic kcanon betaeen the Trianghe and Toasd, = Long commute 10 Ralgigh, Cary, or castern Wake

- Historic downiown plus magor shopping. County.

- Newer housing and comparatively attainable prices. - |-40W1-85 traffic can be unpredictable,

- Easy interstate access. - Some growth is auto-oriented and separated from
chowmboea,

- Healthcare choces are broader in Durham, Chapel Hill,

o Burlington,

For active adults and seniors

Mebane can appeal 1o active adulis who want a smaller town with shopping, inersiale access, and proximity to bath
Duske/UMC and the Trad, Mewer one-level homes are available, but buyers shouwld determine which healthcare
system they expect 1o use and test the route during peak rafiic,
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RALENGH TRIANGLE RELDCTATION CUIDE

Active-Adult and Senior Living in the Triangle

The Trianghe attracts retirees and actve adults because it combines major heatihcare systems, univessities, culivral
programs, an infermational airport, mild winters, greenways, and a growing supply of single-level and kow-mainfenance
housing. The nght communty 5 nol abvays an age-festncled development, Many buyers prefer a comeenbional
neifhornood near tamly, heahihcane, parks, and shoppimng.

Features to evaluate

= Caniz-lesnal Inang, Birst-floor premany suste, or & reliablhe el

= Slap-free entry, widie doors, accessible shower, and manageable drvvewiy slopa

= Extendr and yard-masmenance responsibilities includad in the HOWA fee,

- Distance to a predarred hospital, specialists, pharmacy, groceny stong, and o

- Social programming, clubhouse activily, fitness acilities, pools, trails, and clubs.

- Guesp parking, pei ndes, rental rules, reserse funding, and long-term HOA financial health,
- Whether the community s legally age-resiricied, age-targeted, or open 1o all ages

« Propeny-1ax imphcasons, mumncipal senaces, and county differences.

Examples of active-adult locations

Examples and housing patterns

Raleigh - Inside the Beltline and condos Elevator buildings, townhomes, ranch homes, Five Points
actve-adult programs, and low-maintenance central Iving

Morth Raleigh I Midtown Ranch homes, condominiums, villas, nearby healthcare,
and Anne Gordon active-adull programming

South and Southeast Raleigh | Garner FRanch, villa. and low-maintenance communitbes naar
WakeMed, greenways, parks, and Garner shopping

Cary | Apex Caralina Presende, Henitage Fines, courtyard and villa
communities
Durham | RTP Carclina Arbors, Creekside at Bethpage, Fendol Farms,

other low-maintenance communities

Wake Forest Del Webb at Traditions, Villas of Wake Forest, courtyard
communities

Clayton Evergreen at Flowers Plantation, The ‘Walk at East
Willage, additional ranch and willa communities

Pittshoro | Chatham Feamington Yillage, active-adult chosces in the Briar
Chapel and Chatham area

Youngsville The Enclave at Hidden Lake and other newer single-level
communities

Cxampes ane provioed for onemntahion oy Builders, names, afe resincinns, rESaE nwentory, and amemndy
_I'.lill'.'nllir'lfﬁ'_"!i- can chnange. Confirm current status before I'E‘-'Ir'.'.".'gl QT 8 COmUTINTY e SCrAaan.
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Complete Triangle

Municipality Directory

kost buyers relocating for work in Ralesgh, RTP, Durham, Duke, UNC, or the airport focus first on Wake, Durham,
Orange, Chatham, Johnston, Franklin,k Granville, Harnett, and Lee counties. The broader Research Triangle economic
region extends tarher east and narth. Some municipaliDes cross county nes,

Wake County

Apax, Cary, Fuguay-Varina, Games, Holly Sprangs, Knighidale, Marrisalle, Rabeigh, Ralesville, Wake Fonest, Wendell,
Zitiilon,

Durham County
Durham

Orange County
Carrhoro, Chapel Hill, Hillsborough, Mebane (part).

Chatham County
Goldston, Pittsbaro, Siler City, Apex (part), Cary {par)

Johnston County

Archer Lodge, Benson, Clayton, Four Daks, Kenly, Micro, Ping Level, Ponceton, Selma, Smithheld, Wilson's kil

Franklin County

Bunn, Centerille, Franklimvbsn, Loulsbung, Youngsalle,

Granville County
Butner, Creedmoor, Oxlord, Stem, Stovall

Harnett County

Angier, Coats, Dunn, Ersin, Lillingion,

Lee County
Broadway, Sanford

Outer regional counties often included in broader economic definitions

MNashwille and Rocky Mount area (Mash), Roxboro (Person), Henderson area (Vance), Warrenton and MNodina area
(Warren), Wilson and surrounding towns (Wilson),

How to interpret the directory

Being included in a regional definition does not mean & own is practical for every daily commute, Oules Communities
may offer value, land, or a quieter kestyle, but fregquent travel 1o RTR, RDU, Duke, UNC, or central Raleigh can change
the quality of daly life. Ahviiys compars th exact home address st the actual destination &l the eme of day the tap wall
GCur,
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RALENSHM TRIAMGLE RELDCATHON GUIDNE

Relocation and Property Due-Diligence Checklist

Daily life and access

= et U commule dunng the real maoming and alemoon peak

= Map groceny Slones, pharmacy, urgent cane, hospital, childcane, and prefemsd actvilies,
- T mrpor acoess and consder Might-path noise wisene nehraan

- Wisit the nelighbarhood on a weekday, evening, and weekend.

Property and neighborhood

- Confirm ity Bmits, County, 120oss, ullifies, rash Semice, and road mainbenanse

= Reniewr HOA docurmients, lees, resense funding, architectury rules, and rental restnictions,

= Check foad maps, dramage, wetlinds, easements, nearby developmaent, and road projects

- For mural property, werify well, septic, intemet, drivesay, agrculiral uses, and smergency acoess,

Housing for long-term use

= Consuder Brsi-Noor ving, stairs, thresholds, shower access, garage Sleps, and yard mairenance,
= Revirw the age and condition of roof, HVAC, plumbing. electrical, windows, and crawdspace,
- Evaluate space for remote waork, guests, hobbies, canegnoers, of multigenarationad nvng.

Community research

- Verily school assignment by exact address:; boundaries and caps can change.

= Uiz afficiad public-safety and planning resourcas rather than broad reighborbood labels,

- Raview parks, greemsmays, library programs, Semor programs, bamsit, and recreation schedules
- Ask whal is planned nearby, mol onty what exists loday.

A practical touring strategy

Marrow the search 1o two or three geographic zones before companng indnadual homes. Tour the town center, grocery
and medical cormidors, parks, and the roube 10 work belone spending the entre day mside subdnnsions, The most
attractive house is not always the best relocation decision il the daily location creates unnecessary travel or separates
the household from the activities it values mast
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About Phillip Johnson Group

Phillip Johnson Group heldps buyers compare the Triangle at the community, neighborhood, and property level, A
relocation search can inchude commute mapping, rew-construction comparisons, active-adult options, acreage and
Sople considatabions, luxury homes, and diotbiled propety dud diligencs,

Explore homes and relocation resources
[ i [ | RalsighRelocation,inf

Sources and data notes

Population figures are Morh Canolina OSBM July 1, 2024 municipal estimates and are rounded only where noted. Inside
the Belthine, Dovwentowwn, Midiown, Morth Raleigh, South Raleigh, Southeast Rakeigh, Brer Creek, and ather Raleigh
disiricts are not separaie municipalities, so their residgents are included in Raleigh,

= City and v parks, grseménays, planning. and visidor-information pages for the communities profilisd
This gusde is educational and is mot a substitute for legal, tax. enginearing, emdronmental, accessibility, medical, or

financial adwice. Population, roads, development, amenities, municipal boundaries, school assignments, and hausing
imventony change over lime,
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